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Stephanie -

Our morning paper carried a story relating that the FFRF suit against the statue of Jesus on our ski hill has
been assigned to Federal District Judge Dana Chrristensen in Missoula and that the courtroom action is
scheduled to begin in early 2013. This news raises two issues for me: (1) Judge Christensen is to me
somewhere between a familiar acquaintance and a personal friend — we saw him and his wife a week or two
ago at a party, and we spent a week together with them and a dozen other people last summer rafting down
the Grand Canyon; this could, | suppose, force a choice upon you between him as a judge and me as a plaintiff;
Christensen was appointed barely a year ago and confirmed by the Senate in December. (2) My wife and |
have fairly firm plans to be taking a course from our local community college in Venice, Italy, next winter
semester from mid-January till mid-April; | know that court schedules can change, but this could make the
deposition process complicated, not to mention participation in the trial.

Advice?

BIIl Cox

From: Stephanie Schmitt S
Sent: Tuesday, June 05, 2012 1: 44 PM :
To: Bill Cox
Subject: Re: Jesus Statue MT :

Great, thank you!!! I'll alert our litigation attorney and we will keep you informed of any/all tlpdates!

Stephanie Schmitt

Staff Attorney

Freedom From Religion Foundation, Inc.
PO Box 750

Madison, WI 53701

(608) 256-8900

Our staff attorneys represent the Freedom From Religion Foundation and are not the legal
representatives of individuals. Neither the above communication, nor any letter(s) or e-
mail(s) we send or any other action we take to resolve your complaint, creates an
attorney-client relationship. FFRF bylaws protect its members' and prospective members
identities and FFRF will handle all complaints in confidence. FFRF will not divulge your
identity without your express permission (or a court order requiring us to do so). However,
FFRF cannot guarantee the confidentiality of all communications in all circumstances. At
any time, you are free to obtain independent legal counsel to represent you in this matter.

OnJun 5, 2012, at 2:39 PM, Bill Cox wrote:

OK! Count me in.
Bill

To: Bl|| Co y
Subject: Ré: Jests Statue

= MT

2 SER 0053
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Bill,

Thank you so much for getting back to me. In terms of what is involved with you being a plaintiff, the answer
is not a whole lot. There is no cost to you, FFRF will be funding the lawsuit, including the attorneys fees.
Plaintiffs eventually will need to submit affidavits to the court (which our litigation attorney draws up after
interviewing you). Occasionally, the other side may seek to depose some or all plaintiffs, which may take
several hours, but our counsel would also be present. Your name would be public and listed in the legal
caption, although FFRF's name is first and the case will remain known as FFRF v. Forest Service. We like to
have several plaintiffs so no one feels alone. We have about a dozen interested, but | don't know if we'll be
naming all of them. ~ :

Let me know if you have any other specific questions.

Stephanie Schmitt

Staff Attorney

Freedom From Religion Foundation, Inc.
PO Box 750

Madison, W1 53701

(608) 256-8900

Our staff attorneys represent the Freedom From Religion Foundation and are not the legal
representatives of individuals. Neither the above communication, nor any letter(s) or e-
mail(s) we send or any other action we take to resolve your complaint, creates an
attorney-client relationship. FFRF bylaws protect its members' and prospective members'
identities and FFRF will handle all complaints in confidence. FFRF will not divulge your
identity without your express permission (or a court order requiring us to do so). However,
FFRF cannot guarantee the confidentiality of all communications in all circumstances. At
any time, you are free to obtain independent legal counsel to represent you in this matter.

On Jun 5, 2012, at 2:08 PM, Bill Cox wrote:

Stephanie - :

Yes, | would consider signing on as a plamtlff but | would ask you to spell out just what is involved in doing
so. | don’t mind going public; | just don’t know what kind of legal tangles | could get into. Being neither
wealthy nor a lawyer, | am poorly prepared to defend myself against legal actions. How many other potential
plaintiffs from Montana do you have? '

BIll Cox

From: Stephanie Schmltt ' :
Sent: Tuesday, June 05; 2012 9:24 AM

To: |IIcox3@bresnan ne
Subject: Jesus Statue - MT ..

Hi Bill,

3 SER 0054
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| wanted to let you know that we did receive your letter in February. We greatly appreciate hearing from you
and for your membership!

| had forwarded a copy of your letter to our litigating attorney. He has asked me to contact you to see if you'd
have interest in signing on as one of our plaintiffs. One of our biggest challenges in our lawsuits is convincing
the court that we have standing. Because of your exposure to the statue, you would be a strong plaintiff to
have on board. At this time we have not named any plaintiffs in our complaint, however, we will need to do
So soon.

If this is of any interest to you, please call or email and we can discuss further.

Stephanie Schmitt

Staff Attorney

Freedom From Religion Foundation, Inc.
PO Box 750

Madison, WI 53701

(608) 256-8900

Our staff attorneys represent the Freedom From Religion Foundation and are not the legal
representatives of individuals. Neither the above communication, nor any letter(s) or e-
mail(s) we send or any other action we take to resolve your complaint, creates an
attorney-client relationship. FFRF bylaws protect its members' and prospective members'
identities and FFRF will handle all complaints in confidence. FFRF will not divulge your
identity without your express permission (or a court order requiring us to do so). However,
FFRF cannot guarantee the confidentiality of all communications in all circumstances. At
any time, you are free to obtain independent legal counsel to represent you in this matter.

4 SER 0055
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From: Stephanie Schmilt <stephanie@tfrf.org>
‘Bubject: Re: Veteran Status?
‘Date: February 16, 2012 12:30:50 PM CST
To: Dolg Bonham <doug@hawkowl.coms

That's a great question that I'm honestly net sure of the'answer. We havé folind 2 other peopls who dré vaterans, althaligh the did not
have driy efigolinters with the statiie, It helps, but niot as strongl

Stephanie Schmitt

Staff Attorney

Freedorm From Hehg:on Foundation, Inc.
PO Box 750

Madison, W1 53701

(608) 266-8900

Qur staff attorneys represent the Freedom From Religion Foundation and are not the legal representatives of individuals. Neither the
above communication, nor any letter{s)-or e-madil(s) we send or.any other action we take to resolve your complaint, creates an attorney-
client relatiorighip. FFRF bylaws.protéct its mémibers' and prospeclive mermnbers' identitias ahd FFRF will hahdle all complaints in
confidence. FFRF will not diviilgé your identity without your exptess permission (or a court prder requiring us to do soj. However, FFRF
cannot guarantee the confidentiality of all communications in all circumstances. Atany time, you are free to obtain independent legal
colirisel to represent you in this matter.

On Feb 16, 2012, at 11:36 AM, Dbug Bonham wrote:

Hi Stephanie, -Sorty Tm not & veteran, | can see why that would be really good. 1do know an active duty guy, it might take some
pushing, are aclive duty persannel alléwed to join such suit?

-Doug Bonham ‘
I'm on my call this week: 425.218.6006

On 2012/02/15 8:14 AM, Stephanie Schmit! wrole:
Good morning,

| apologize for any repetition, but one angle we'd fike to have covered in this lawstiit is a plaintift who is a veleran. Can you remind
me if you'are'a veteran, or if you know someone who is that would be interested in participating in this case?

Thanks again,

Stéphanie Schmitt

Statf Attormey

Freedom From Religion Foundation, Inc.
PO Box 750

Madison, W1 53701

(608) 256-8900

Qur staff attorneys represent the Freedom From Religion Foundation and are not the legal representatives of individuals. Neither the
ahove communicalion, horany:lettef(s) or e-mail(s) we send or any other action we- take to résolve your complaint, créates ar
aitorney-client relationshiip: FFRFbylaws protect its members’ and prospeclive members’ ideniiies and FFRF will handie alf
carplaintsin confidence. FFRF will not divulge your ideftity without your express permission (ora court order requiring Us fo.do &a).
However, EFRI cannot guarantea the confidentialily of all communications in all circumstances, At any time, you aré frée to obtain
independent legal counsel to represent you in this matlter,

5 v ' SER 0056
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From: Doug Bonham <doug@ hawkowl.coms
Subject: Re: Plaintiff for shrine on. Blg Min
‘Date; February 2, 201211:59:18 AM csT
To: Stephanie Schmitt <stephanle@ffrf,orge
‘Ce: "Richard L. Bolton" <rbolton@beardmanclark.coms

Hello,

I'm sure my daughter will continue to ski at Big Mtn, and although | probably wen't go every year, I'm sure I'll be back up there again.
And very possibly riding the lift in the summer to pick huckleberrigs with my Jewish (well, formerly Jewish, hot practicing) mother. My
15yo daughter is not religious and she and her friends think that the statue is ridiculous.

1'd be happy to help in any way that | can, Douig

Doug Bonham
Hawk-Owl Systemns
Essex, Moniana
406.888.9187

On 2012/02/02 10:41 AM, Stephianie Schmitt wrote:
Hi Doug.

i have sent your informalion along to our attorney who is handhng this case. He would fike to know more about whether you would
normally have future plans to ski at Whitefishi Maurtain? fm cc'ing him on ihis email, so you can respond to both of us.

Thanks,

Stephanie Schmitt

Staff Attorney

Freedom From Religion Foundation, inc.
PO Box 750

Madison, Wi 53701

(608) 256-8900

Our staff attorneys represent the Freedom From Religion Foundation and are riot the legal representatives of individuals. Neither the
above communication, nor any letter(s) or e-mail(s) we senid or any other action we take to résolve your complaint, creatés an attoriigy-
client relationship. FFRF bylaws protect its members' and praspective members' identities and FFRF will handle all complaints

in confidence. FFRF will not divuige your identity without your express permissior (of'a court order requiring us to-do a). However,
FFRF cannot guarantee the confidentiality of all communications in all circumnstances. At any time, you are free to oblain mdependant
legal counsel to represent you In this matter.

On Jan 30, 2012, at 4:25 PM, Doug Bonham wrote:

The last time | skied pas! it was eight years ago. My 15yo daughter saw it, | think last year, sometime recently.
Just réading abolt it being up thére makes me crazy, however | realizé that's not as good as receit and real-lime’experience. I'd be
glad to head up there anytime in the near future, | could-go this weslk it that would relp. -Doug

On 2012/01/30 3:18 PM, Stéphanie Schmitt wrote:
Doug,

Thanlk you for contacting FFRF with your interest in 1his case. Yes, we are currently seeking parties who have had/will have
contact with the statue. Have you been on the rhountain before or would you have plans to go there in thefuture? if so, this is the
jdeai "injury" we are lgoking for in order to beat any standing issues.

1 will add your information to our list.

Stephanie Schmitt

Staff Attorney

Freedom From Religion Foundation, Inc.
PO Box 750

Madison, Wi 53701

(608) 256-8900

6 SER 0057
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Qur siaff attorieys repfesént the Freedom From Religion Foundalion and-are not the legal representatives of individuals, Neither
the'above communication, norany letter(s) or e-mail(s) we send or-any other dction we take 1o réstlve your complaint, creates an
attorney-client relationship. FFRF bylaws protect its members"and progpective members' ldermnes and FFAF will handle all
complaints in confidence. FFAF will not divulge your identity without your express permission (6F a court order requiring us to do
50). However, FFRF cannot guarantee the confidentiality of all communications in all c1rcumstances At any time, you are free’to
obtain independent legal counsel 1o represent you'in this matter.

‘On Jan 28, 2012, at 9:47 AM, Doug Bonham wrote:

Hello, I'm sorry-my email didn't get to the right place, here's'the one thiat [ sent last week.
Thanks, Doug Bonham 406.888.9187

-rzneree Onglnal Messagg »----
Subject:Plaintiff for shrine on Blg Mtn
Date:Sat, 21 Jan 2012 20:23:18 -0700
From: Doug Bonham- <dougf'7hawkowl coms
To:patrick@fir.org, lan cameron <ircam2112@amail.com>

Hello,

I heard about the need for lacal plaintiffs for the upcoming lawsuit
about the Jesus statue ori Big Mountain. I'm interested in helping if
you think it would be o good Fit.

T currently Tive in Essex, Montaria (60 miles from Big Mtm), Whitefish is
the closest 'city’ to where I Tive. I regularly hdve business in
Missoula, I own my own business (electronic design) so that it's almost
always easy for iile to get to Missoula on weekdays,

I'm not yet a meiber of FFRF but would be glad to join. I don't have
any ugly skeletons in my personal closet that could affect the case, and
T have a set of emails I exchanged with organizers of a reunidn in
Glacier Park where I compldined about being subjected to a christian
blessing at a dinner that should have been secular and religiously
neutral. My emdils were cordigl and thoughtful, but made clear how I
felt offended by the service.

I might pdssibly be moving to Missoula, at leost part time, in September
2012 although i¥ so I will maintain an address in Essex, Montana.

‘Plegse feel free o call or write with questions.

Doug Bonham

PO Box 689

Essex, Montana :

dounEhawkowl .com  (the most reliable way to reach me regardless of where
I am)

466.888.9187 (land line in Essex, the only way ta way to reach me by
phone when I'm in Essex 8@% of the time).

425.218.6006 (cell when I'm on the rood, 10% if the time)

7 SER 0058
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From: Stephanie Schmitt <stephanie@{frf.org>
Subject: Re: Montana Resident - Plaintiff
Date: February 6, 2012 2:38:46 PM CST
To: KellyJ Thibault <kthibault@midrivers.com>

Kelly,

We are movmg forward with the filing of this lawsuit and prior to filing | would like to conifirm that you are.still willing to be named as a
plaintiff. We have 2 olher individuals that we are going to inctude at this time, and plan fo.add more in the future, | believe Annie Laufie
has attempted to call you. If you can sither phone us back or email, that would allow us to file, We would like to do s6 today, tomorrow
at the Jatest.

Thank you,

Stephanie Schmiit

Staff Attorpey

Freedom From Religion Foundation, inc.
PO Box 750

Madison, Wi 53701

(608) 256-8900

Our staff attorneys represent the Freedom From Hehglon Foundation and are not lhe legal representatives of individuals. Nelther the
.above communication, nor any letter(s). or e-mail(s) we serid or any othier aclion we take to resolve your complaint, creates an aftorney-
client relationship. FFRF bylaws protect its members' and prospective members' identities and FFRF will handle all complaints in

» confidence. FFRF.will nat divulge your identity without your express permisslor {or a court order requiting Us to do so). However, FFRF
. cannot guarantee the confidentiality of all communications in all circumstances.. At.any:time, you are free o obtain |ndependent tegal
-counsel to represent you in this matter.

On Jan 31, 2012, at 4:42 PM, Stephanie Schmitt wrote:

Begin forwarded message:

From: Slephanie Schmitt-<stephanie@firf.org>
Subject: Re: Montana Resident - Plaintiff
Date: January 30, 2012 3:56:27 PM CST

To: Kelly J Thibault <kthibault@midrivars. coms

Thank you Kelly. | will let you know if/what may also be needed!

Stephanie Schrmitt

Stalf Attorney ‘
Freedom From Religion Foundation, Inc.
PO Box 750

Madison, Wl 53701

(608) 256-8200

Our slaff attorneys represent the Fresdom From Religion Foundation and are not the legal representalives of individuals. Neijther the
above communication, nor any tetter(s) or e-mail(s) we send or any other action we take to resoive your complaint, creales an
attorney-client relationship. FFRF bylaws protéct its members’ and prospective members' identities and FFAF will handle all
c¢omplaints in confidence. FFFF will not divuige your identity without your express petmission {ora cour order requiring us to do so).
However, FFRF cannot guararilee the confidentiality of all comimunications in ali circumstances. At any'time, you are frée to obtain
independent legal counsel to represent you in‘this matter,

On Jan 27, 2012, at 5:37 PM, Kelly J Thibault wrote:
Stephanie:

Forgot to mention in my last email that I’'m available almost any time. I'm disabled and don’t work.

Kelly

8 SER 0059
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Sent: Thursday, Janudry 26, 2012 8:28 AM
To: Kelly 3 Thibault

Cc: Rebecca Markert; Annie Lautie Gaylor
Subject: Re: Montana Resident - Plaintiff

| Thanks Kelly, 1 look forward to hearing from you.

Stephanie Schmitt

Staff Attorney

Freedom From Religion Foundation, Inc.
PO Box 750

Madison, Wi 53701

(608) 256-8900

Our staff attorneys represent the Freedom From Religion Foundation and are not the
legal representatives of individuals. Neither the above communication, nor any letter(s)
or e-mail(s) we send or any other action we take to resolve your complaint, creates an
attorney-client relationship. FFRF bylaws protect its members' and prospective
members' identities and FFRF will handle all complaints in confidence. FFRF will not
divulge your identity without your express permission (or a court order requiring us to
do so). However, FFRF cannot guarantee the confidentiality of all communications in all
circumstances. At any time, you are free to obtain independent legal counsel to
represent you in this matter,

On Jan 23, 2012, at 10:01 PM, Kelly J Thibault wrote:

Howdy:
I'll participate, but won't be able to get details to you until Saturday night.

Regards,
Kelly Thibault
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November 16, 2011

Project Leader Derek Milner
Tally Lake Ranger District
650 Wolfpack Way

Kallspell, MT 59901

Mr. Milner:

| am 2 native Montanan and voter, who is afirm beligver in the strict separation of church and state. |
arh writing you to ask that you not reauthorize the Knights of Columbus Special Use Permit, regarding
the Jesus statue that sits on Flathead National Forest,

This land belongs to ALL Amiericans. As such, it cannot be used for a purely sectarian religious display.
Proponents of the statue now claim it Is a war memarial. “This does not hold water since th_,e,a,’p‘plication
for the statue, which should have not been granted in the first place, stated that it Is a religious display.

The following concerns the comment period and efforts by Representative Rehberg to preserve the
statue. It really doesn’t matter if 50 million people want the statue to stay and only a few want it
removed. This is because the supremelaw of the land, The Constitution, forbids its display on federal
land. Asafederal employee, you are required to uphold The Constitution.

Before | close, | will leave you with a quote. “The Government of The United States is not in any sense
founded on the Christian religion.” President John Adams, Treaty of Tripoli, 1797

Regards,

Kelly I Thibault

200 North Merriam Ave.
Miles City, MT 59301
kthibault@midrivers.com
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"Kelly J Thibault"<kthibalilt@midrivers.com>

Letter to Editor - Whitefish Jesus Status

February 9, 2012 10:26:04 AM CST

zeditor@{latheadbeacon coms; <speakip@billingsgazette.coms
igily Thibault" <kthibault@midrivers.com>

February 9, 2012

Dear Editor:

| am wilting teday to comment about the Whitefish Jesus Statue, sitting on land owned by all Americans. | find it
curious that Christians, and in this case Catholics in particular, want to have things both ways. First they want to
violate the First Amendment to the Constitution by keeping the Jesus statue on federal land. Now, they are claiming
their First Amendment rights are being violated because President Obama’s administration made a rule mandating
coverage for contraceptives for those offering insurance. So.do you want the government and religion to mix or not?
You can't have it both ways.

Kelly Thibault

200 North Merriam Ave.
Miles City, MT 59301
406-853-4973
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From: “Pamela Morris" <pml@imt.net>
Subject: confirm okay to act as plaintiff
Date: February 9, 2012 12:18:50 AM CST
To: "Stephanie Schmitt" <stephanie@1fr.org>

Stephariie,

| am confirming my okay{o serve as 1 of 3 plalnlffs in-statute law suit, as per my phone conversation with Annie Liie Gaylor yésterday.
This law suit has been featured in local fews media today. TV said there were 3 MT plaintiffs, -| imagine that { will be-named,

and therefore may experfence some threats. =Ail this should be interesting.

Still, | am going ahead with plans to leave Friday amfor a 10 day vatation (back on 2/22), but can be in Gofmunication via e:mail or
arranged phone call. 1am visiting

my atlorney son's family in St. Paul.

My father was a founder of Showdown ski area south of Great Falls, MT. | havé skied several aréas in Montana, but, yes,
would enjoy skiing Big Mountain if if were indeed a welcome site for all who |ove .nature, The sialue is an intrusive icon,
Tomorrow, | am skiing-at Lost Trail Pass,

MT Rep. Rehberg on TV ¢alled you (us) "bullies” in his today's public. comment about your law sult. The local newspaper called FFRF a
-bunch of atheists, and today's local TV said "Atheists and Agnriostics." | am neither, but closest friend (an attoriey)is. | cohsider myself
spiritual, but not religious and not "Chiristian.”

[ am a.member of Unitarian Universalist's “Church of the Larger Fellowship." and have close connections with both Billings and
Missoula UU commuriities. | havé initiated commtinication on this subject with Glacier UU Fellowship: 'UU's have-a strong

v Juslice” ministry. | may be able fo generate’a Ietter~wnt|ng campaigri, should that help. 1 welcemeyou suggestions.

Also, have youi Initiated invitations from such-as:ACLU 1ojoin in or support your suit. | suggest a conversation with MT ACLU about this,
Namaste,

Pamela Morris (please, not "Pam:)
"Speak your peace.”

From: Stephanie Schmitt {mailto:stephanie@ffrf.org]
Sent: Thursday, February 02, 2012 2:34 PM

To: Pamela Morris

Subject: Montana - Big Mountain

Pam,

It came to my attention that | may need to clarify the information |.am seeking from you at this point. We need to know if you are making
a deliberate choice to avoid Big Mountain bacause of the statue and if you would mast likely ski there otherwise.

I hope 'm not confusing youl Let me know if you have any questions.

Stephanie Schmitt

Staff Attorney

Fréedor From Religion Foundation, Inc.
PO Box 750

Madison, WI'53701

(608) 256-8900

Our staff attorneys represent the Freedom From Religion Foundation.and are not the legal representauves of individuals. Neither the
above communication, nor any letter(s) or e-mail(s) we send or any other action we take to resalve your complamt Cieates an attorney-
client relationship. FFRF bylaws protect its members' and prospective members' idéntities and FFRF will handie all. complaints in
confidence. FFRF will nat divuige youridentity without your express permission {or a court order requiring us to do so). However, EFRF
canno! guarantes the confidentiality of ail communications in all circumstances. Atany ime, you are free tg obtain indepehdent legal
counsel to represent you in this matter.
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On 11/14/2011 | sent the message strongly protesting allowing a religious icon
on federal lands for which | received no reply.

‘comments-northern-flathead-tally-lake@fs.fed.us'

"Remove this public religious display from public lands, and

confirm the practice that

public lands are not to be used to promote any particular ideology.

No trade of lands, either, as this is a public view that all deserve to enjoy
in its natural state.

Such a display is pollution, as it is both artificial not environmentally beneficial.
No revenue is forthcoming from this to off-set the cost of use:
Permitting this statue is partisanship.

Selling or trading public lands _
to any religious entity violates separation of church and state.

This Catholic statue is a poor precedent. once allowed to continue,
other special interest groups can use this gesture also to use
public lands to display their own individual totems."

Pamela Morris
274 Christofferson Lane 406-961-4296
Corvallis, MT 59828
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From: Annie Laurie Gaylor <algaylor@fif.org>
Subject: Fwd: Jesiis Shrine in Montana {from our local complainant)
Date: December 19, 2011 1:47:28 PM CST
Tor Dan Barker <dbarker @ffri.org>, Rebecca Markeft <rmarkent@ffr.org>
Cc: ‘Stephanie Schmilt <stephanie @{frf.org>, Palrick Elliott <patriek@ffri.otg>, Andrew Seidel <aseidel@tfi.ofg>

willing to be part of a lawsuit --

That would read beller for the metlia so } think that would be great -- but I doni't think we'd need to be restricted to Monana.
But a suitin Montana would be in the 8th -

| keep hoping "'reason will prevail." The govt was smart to put il off til after the new year.
Annie Laurie
Begin forwarded message:

From: fan cameron <ircam2112@gmait.com>

Date: December 19, 2011 12:09:53 PM C8T

To: Annie Laure Gaylor <aldavior@ffr.org>
_Siibjéct: Re: Jesus Shrine in Montana’

Hi Annie,

-With the ski hill iow open and deep snow, it probably won't be possible to get a group photo done until spring. We'll discuss the
possibilities at our next meeting In edrly Januaty though. So far, we haven't been able to get a good, hlgh resolunon image of ifie
shrine but will keep trying. i may go skiing over the holiday so will probwbly be able to get ana-then,

When you mention "hostile media®, are you spealking about local media here? Wa have started an email campaign {o gel an article
done on the Whitefish Pilot arlicle but it seems that the local newspapers are dragging their feet. The Missoulian (larger cily papér 2
hours south of Whilefish) did riot call me on Friday as planned, Followed Up with an email but no word yet. The suspicious side of me
:believes that there is a ot of resistance lo publishing this story as it contradicts what these newspapers have already presenied as the
true history of the shrine (as well as a point of embarrassment for Mr. Rehberg).

At leasl one other person as well as myself, are willing to be plaintiffs if it come down to thal. We'll also discuss this more at the Jan,
meeting.

My father is doing better but BP still a fittle high, At 78, he's in pretty dood shape.
Hope all is well with you, your family and staff at FFRF.

lan Cameron
FASHA

On Sat, Dec 10, 2011 at 6:53 PM, Annie Laurie Gaylor <alaavior@firf.org> wrote:
- Hilan,
¢ How about getling the group lo get theit photo taken in front of the shrine?

We could also just just a pic of it by itssli.

f We have never encountered such hostile media. We have attempted to buy reprint rights from several dailies and secular TV and
radio outlets and they won't let usl

We need large jpegs - preferably-something that is very highly saturated in color (laire on a blue day) - maybe you already have
: pholos like that?

We need a higher quality. at least 180 dpi and very large - can be sent 1 at a time - for use in our newspaper -

Also, we may needlocals to sign on as plaintiffs if we go to.court, Y'm not sure on the standing requirements. Maybe you can sound
: out the locals. There's no obligation and everything would be held in confidence.

! We got the same as you - and wrote a letter about it - we've been so swamiped & besleged with harassment in some créche
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: complaints we didn't have a chance to do a release but will next week. We did officially get it into the record.

Thahks much and glad to hear from you. Hope yaur father is OK.

Anme Laurie Gaylor

' Co-President
: Freedom From Religion Foundation
. PO Box 750

: Madison WI 53701

608/256-8000

. On Deéc 7, 2011, al 7:56 PM, ian cameron wrote:
Anriie,

11 1 feceived the two altached liles (a 2 page article from the Whitefish Pilot - Sept 10th, 1954) from an_anonymouis person. It looks as
though they also sent you.a copy bul wanied lo-male sure you have it on file: | think the article puts lo restthe myih that the shrine

was erected as a "war memorial®. | sent the files lo the relevant Forest Service office as they will be making a decision on the
permit ranewal soon (ending public comments on the8th). Hope all is well with you and thanks for all your hard work.

lan Gameron
Flathead Area Secular Humanist ‘Association

P.S: We had our first meeling this past Sunday and il was well atténded (10), Not enough were willing lo attend a "rally" but still, off

toa good start.
<5c0158350d.jpgs~<sc01580576.jpg>

lan Cameron
www. jancameronphoetography.com
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From: Annie Laurie Gaylor <algaylor@ffrf.org>
Subject: Fwd: Jesus Shrine In Montana update on lan CAmeran
Date: January 18, 2012 8:27:12 PM CST
To: Rebecca Markert <rmérkert @ffr.org>
Ce: Patrick Eltiott <patrick@ffrf,org>, Stephanie Schmitt <stephanie@¥fri.org>

that's bad' ngws ... he's been so helpful. N
the rest is just our Scottish carrespandence. | never heard Gaylor was Scottish but what do | kinow?

Begin forwarded message:

From: {an Cameron <ircam2112@amail.com>
Date: January 17, 2012 10;28:55 PM CST
To: Annie Laurie Gaylor <algavior@fir.org>
Subject: Re: Jesus Shrine in Montana

Annie Laurie "The Bold" Gaylor,

| quess both of us have names that don't get any more Scotch and | don't think you could have a better suited last riame!

Thanks for all the info.. 'l start pulling the word out tomorrow in trying getas many plamuffs as | can and the info. will uertamly help'me
answer many of the questions I'm bound 1o get. Will &t you know how it goes.

Unforlunately in my case, if we are able to gel other plainiifis, | will likely bow out.of being a plaintifi, My wife dnd | are planiing a move
to-Oregon &s early as next-year (weaiy of the winters here), Sorry for'the bad news. | didn't really thinlk it through before. 1f we aren't
able to get other plaintifis, not.sure what the best course would be but am open to doing whatever [ can as | ar deeply commitied to
the fight and will do everything 1 ¢an to see it through or help others in that regard.

‘The Robbie Burns parly sounds like fun. I've yetio have haggis yet. If yourhaven't had it yet, you'll have to let e know if it is better
than it sounds:).

lan "Crooked Nose" Canieron

. Auhaibh 1 eheile
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p.s: My wife and | &re going 19 the Reason Rally. Hope to meet you and Dan if you are going.
p.p.s. Really sorry to hear of Jessica's A's struggles. 1 imagine it's pretly tough for her and her famny and wanted to thank you all for
your.ongoing support for her.

On'Jan 17, 2012, af 4,20 PM, Annie Laurie Gaylor <algaylor@firf.org> wrote:

Hi,

| hesitaté 1o tell you how long Mt Soledad was - over 20 years, but I've never heard of another case like that, and since it's just been
fought and won i the 9th circuit, it's attually gdod tifming to avoid sormething that prolonged. Courts might be’ |mpat|ent viith delaymg
tactics. But | think we-could expect some Congressional mterference I don't have a response yel from the litigalion attorney I've
consulted so-we're still in the "mulling over” stage. | can't think of any other rémedy tho.

The attorneys do all of the work, Any federal plaintiff would be publicly named in the caption {usually it gets abbreviated to'something
tike "FFRF v. Forest Servicg") throughgut the lawsuil, part of the legal record, possibly mentioried in news articles, etc. Any plaintif
would need to talk with the aflorney and give at least 1 affadavit {but this is usually writlen up by the atlorriey for your approval after
interviewing you). it would be ideal 1o have at least some plaintitfs who had personally encountered the shrine when skiing or visiting
the mountain, and/or knew of it by reputation aiid dlsapproved of it prlorto ‘the recent controversy. However, someone who didn'l
know it was there but really objected once they learned would be OK:

There is always the possibility of depositions - where you gel interviewed by both sides. It this would happen, it deesn't necessarily
involve all plaintitfs. Sorneitimes they just depose Us, dr.depose us ahd 1 representalive plaintifi. This can lake a morming or
afternoon,-Usually atlormeys lly out and come to where the plaintiffs are. The “other sitlé” would likely do this to basicalty increase the
legal costs.to FFAF| You are given instructions by an attorney and you answer as briefly as possible/'yes" or "no’* These questions
may estabiish residency-and your views on rel;g;on and against the shing but don't g0 far afield, They might ask:-when did you
become awate of the Jesus Shrine? Why does it botheryou? They might ask you some dumb questions - would it be OK if there was
a Buddha statue? (easy question - no) it's preity basic stuff,

There is no cost o plainhffs Generally speaking, time involved i is:minimal but'it is a serious comimitment. If & case dr'ags on, if we
end up losing a plaintiif 1o an Unéxpectéd move etc., that's OK 50 Jong as we have several left but we wouldn't wani to sign up
someone who's planning to mave out of state in 2 years.

We have never hgard of any fishing expedition on plaintiffs. Character is not an issue - it's a straight state/church violation, but if
there were some public conviction that might embarrass the plaintiff or FFRF, we'd belter know about it in advance or you might want
1o consider thal belore souriding out a prospecuve plaintifi. We have taken over 50 lawsuits and this has never been an issté. That
would be something to talk with a liligation attorriey or one of our staff attomeys abgltit, not me by email.

There js only orig dislrict - with 5 venuss - where courthouses are. The courts. there would ask: where does it make the most sense to
take'the case? We think probably the courthouse closest to Flathead would be chosen. Certainly Missoula wouild make sense 8 we
redlly fike your description of i, Af this point we'd '1ppreo|1te it if you'd spread the word:to freethinkers you know in Montana, We wit]
also send out, if needed, an email to our Montana membership but we're not quile there-yel. We don't "sign ariybody up" unlil the
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atlorney does a complete interview and that gives prospeclive plaintifis a chance tg-ask any quesfions. The anly thing that might be
prohibitive s if some people are reaﬂy far away, ffem a practical point ol view that might make:polential tepositions hardet,

Thariks sa much, lan! Can't get over your Scottish narne. Dan and | are going to a Robbie Burns dinner party this weekend

Annie Laurie

On Jan 17, 2012,-at 10:16 AM, jan.cameron wrote:
Annie,

Thanks for passing our media struggles on to your publicist. We sent a letier ta the-editor {co-signed by 5 FASHA membersl) iri‘to
local newspapers expressing concern about the lack of staff driven coverage-on the 1954 Whitefigh Pilot article. Qur hope is that it
might have @n impact on public perceplion and the Forest Service decision (not that public-opirion should have an impactl). In the
end, the letter to the editor will at least et the local papers know that wi will “call them out" if and when needed,

I'm disappoinied to hear that the feds will likély approve the permil biit am onbodrd as far as doing whatever | can to prep. for
potential litigation (helping find lawyer, plainliffs, efc). Wanting to bg proactive, | have a couple of questions:thal |imagine others
will ask of me:

- carni you give an estimate-as far as a minimum of how long similar hligatlon takes? | imagine thére are many variables. e.g. | think
the Mt. Soledad case was 13 years? Is that typical?

- how mugh of a cornmitment of parsanal time from plaintiffs is typically needed? Do the atterneys do the vast tajority of the wark?
- can the plaintiffs "character" be brought up as part of the defense's strategy? e.g. legal history; any skeletons in the closet, lc..

- can the plaintiffs be from outside the'local area? e.g. Missoula, which is 2 hours south, has a secular group (Missoula Area
Secular Sociely) and some of their members may be interested, increasing the plaintift “pool”.

For what it is worth, as far.as thelegal landscape of Montana: | did some résearch and there are 5 US District Courts in Montana -
Billings, Bulte, Great Falls, Helena and Missatila. Assuming Ihat the case would initially be heard irone of these courts and that an
attarney can be found there, | would pick Missoula: ltis & coliége town, is one ‘of the most liberal/progressive towns in Moftana (not
sure if that makes any difference), one of the 3 judges in thai court is much despised asa "progressive" judge (Malloy), and it
wolld be the-closest for Flathead atea and Missoula plaintiffs.

1 am, maybe naively, encouraged that we.are in'the US oth District Court of Appeals which, as judged by the Mt: Soledad case, is a
pretty good dislrict to be in for our cause.

As always, thank you and your staff for all the hard work you do:)

lan Cameron

Flathead Area Secular Humanist Association
Whitefish, Mt

406-261-3195

On Mon, Jan 16, 2012 at 3:47 PM, Annie Laurie Gaylor <algaylor@firf .org> wrote:
- Dear lan,
! am letting our staff publicist know about this - maybe she can redouble efforts or will have some ideas for you.

' We are gelting the scuttlebul! from our sources that the feds will formally approve the Jesus shrine to stay at end of month or in
February We are wanling to line up a lawsuit to be ready to go. Last time we spoke, you were willing to be a plaintiff, We find
that it is smart to have 3 or 4 persons, because that dissipates negative attention, plus we usually put FFRF's name first, so we

. getthe crankmiail, not local plaintiffs. but it is ideal to have more than 1 local plaintiffs.

| was out of town when this email came in so didn't-respond in time for your Sunday meeting -- but perhaps you could spread the
word and see if there are others who wouild join as plaintifis, ideally, it's helpful it masi of them are (or bécome) FFRF members
because that retains FFRF's standing, We are Iookmg for folks willing to be named, and who have no-plans to move from
Montana, as lawsuits can take a long time. [n & lawsuit, the néws article ("smioking gun") you refer to could be part of the iriitial
legal complaint and would ga into the record and could be referred to in arguments repeatedly. So whether news media covers it
or not, it would be imporant.

In order to file suit, we need to have/find an attorney in Montana willing o act as local counsel. This is samsene who wotild need
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to'be admitted already to the fedéral bar, They are essentially providing "legwork," filing the-case locally ;etc: for us. We can pay
if sarmebne doesn't want to da.this pro baro.or.on spec; but we: do askfor a-nanprofit-hourly rate. They wauld work directly. with
- our litigation attomey:

- i you know such folks or cauld put out the word, that would be great. Despite the. glut of attoriieys, f1nd|ng local counsel to work
- with'us is-one of our.hardest legal problems believe it or not. [-am not familiar with the federal courts in Montana but | imagine
you just probably have one district and the attornay, if willing to travel to Helena?, could probably live anywhere in the siate. But
living close to the federal courn would be a plus.

Please let us know what responses you get and how you fegl abouit this, I'm afrajd we have no choice but to sue.
Thank you!

Ainiig |aurid
On Jan 6, 2012, at 9:53 AM, ian cameron Wrote:

¢ > Hi Annie,
P>
> Hope yau had a.good winter solstice season. Have been catching up:on Freethought Radio-podcasts - [6ve em!. Regarding the
Jests Shrine, we are experignting a media "blackout” in regards tothe 1954 Whitelish Pilol article (one.paper, the Daly Intedake
. did publish a FASHA editorial). The Whitefish Filot is-‘taking a wait and see approach" according to the editor there, Both are
. owned by the same media company. | am planning on writing another editorial calling the media out on this issue but wonder if
that is & good mipve. If you or-your stalf have any suggestions/Ansights in working with the media, .I'd appreciate it. Thanks.
>
. & lan Cameron/members
> Flathead Area Secular Association
>
> p.&. we're having our second meeting this coming Sunday. Shotlld have 20 or 50 there - a doubling of last month.

lan Cameron

wiww.iancameronphotlography.com
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From: Annie Laurie Gaylor <algaylor@firf.org>
Suabjeci: no new plaintiffs - see media develgpment
Date: .January 31, 2012 11:19:12 AM CST
To: Stephanie Sehimitt <stephanie @ffrf.org>, Rich Balton <rboiton @hoardmanlawfirm.com>

Begin forwarded message:

From!: ian cameron <jrcam21 12@gmail.cam:>
Date: January 31, 2012 11:09:56 AM CST
To: Annie Laurie Gaylor<algavior @1irl org>
Subject: Re: any further word?

No lugk in fiading any ather plaintiffs (. But, one of our local papers did finally refer1o the 1954 whitefish Pitot article in an-article-today -
hito:/www dailvintedake cominews/local_montana/article 651bEk8e-4bbB-11e1-89da-00195b296314. hrnl2chs{=53 (small successes!),
} have already sént a létter to'the House Committee and asked FASHA and other groups 10 do the same. Hopefully we can head this
'land swap" plan off at the pass. The timing of this préss reléase and the artitle indicats to mié that the Forest Service will malke a

decision this weel.

On Mon, Jain 30, 2012:at 4:37 PM, Annie Laurie Gaylor <algavlor@frt.org> wrote:

Hlan,
{ ‘We would love to find people who have recently visited fhe shrine, either before or after this was in the media. We are going forward

vithout individually naming local plaintiffs at the moment, so we can still add such folks.

* Many thanks!
;» Annie Laurie

~ On.Jan 18,2012, at 10:57 AM, fan cameron wrote:

. > Annie,

> .

. > Just to let you know | sent oul "action alert” emails to every secular/atheist group and members that | know of in Montana -

: FASHA, Missouta Area Secular Association (MASS), Montana Atheists, National Atheist Pady of Montana, Billings Association of
Humianists and Bozeman Freethinkers.

*> Hopefully we'll get a few interested in being plaintifis esp. from our westem area (FASHA or MASS). | also asked Missoula

: members it they could recommend an altorney who might enthusiastically take on the case there. Will Keep you ipdated. lf folks

¢ have questlions | can't answer, should | refer them to you directly or someone eise on your stalf e.g.) legal team?

P>

i > lan Cameron

. > FASHA

P>

lan Cameron {founder and adminisirator)

Flathead Area Secular Humanist Association (FASHA)
1 ww.tlatheadsecular.com
406-261-3195
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From: ian cameron <ircam2112@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Filing suit/Jesus Shrine
Date: February 2,2012 12:31:35 PM GST
To: Stephanie Schmitt <stephanie@ffri.org>

Stephanie,
Found.it, Here is the video link

httofwww nbemontana.com/video/30348072findex himl

lan G,

On Thu, Feb 2, 2012 at 11:25 AM, ian cameron <ircam2112@gmail.com> wiote:
! Here are the links Stephanie;

Moritaria Natignal Public Radio - http: //www.imtpr oig/podeasts/audio/mtee  newscasts/01-31-2012Newscast.mp3
. Daily Interlake.~ hilp/iwww dailvinterlake.com/news/ocal. montana/article_dea86d4e-409d-1161-b2bd-0019bb2863f4.himl
" Flathead Beacon - ’ o ' ' ' )
hitp://www flatheadbeacon.com/ardicles/article/wisconsin .orqanizafion suing_forest service qver jesus stalue permit renewa/2646
o
KCFW 9 TV (unfortunately, they don't have the video available yet but:am.checking on i -
ptlo:/awvv ibe onlana. wm/kcfw/S()S 6078/dota| hinl

- lan C.

On Thy, Feb 2, 2012 at 10:35 AM, Stephanie Schmitl <stephanie@fif.org> wrote:
lan, ’

i 1| will pass along your gratitude, bul we obviously couldn't take this on without supporters like youl
© 7 If you want to pass those interviews along, it wouldn't hurt,

“Stephanie Schmitt

Staft Attorney

Freedom From Religion Foundation, Iric.
PO Box 750

Madison, Wl 53701

(608) 256-8800

- Qur stafl attomeys represent the Freedom From Religion Foundation and are not the legal representatives of individuals. Neither
the above communicaltion, nor any lefter(s) or e-mail(s) we send or any other aclion we take 1o resolve your complaint, creales an
- . dltomey-client relationship. FFRAF bylaws protect its members' and prospective members' identities and FFRF wilt handle all
. . complaints in confidence. FFRF will not divulge your identity without your express permission (or & court order requiring us to do
. -s0), However, FFRF cannot guarantee the confidentiality of ali communications in all circumstances. Al any time, you are free to
. oblainindependent legal counse! to représent you in this matter.

On Feb 1,-2012, at 7.57 AM, ian cameron wrote:

FFRF staff,

| want to personally thanlc you all for-filing suit in support of freethinkers everywhere. It was quile a pleasure for me to hear both

Aniie and | in the same news piece on Kontand Public Radio yesterday -
hitp ey, mipr.org/bodcasts/ /i 012Newscast.mp3. in case they may be of some use to FFRF, Idid

do'a few otherinterviews yestarday (loc.al TV and 2 néwspapers) and can send links if needed. 1 also sernit out several emails
encouraging others areund the stale lo please consider a membership/donation to FFRF as a gesture of support and appreciation
for FFRF's efforts. Thanks again.

lan Cameron (founder and admi;1i$l;'a!or)

21 SER 0072



Case: 13-35770, 04/30/2014, ID: 9078842, DktEntry: 27-2, Page 75 of 113

Flathead Area Secular Humanist Association (FASHA)
wwiv flatheadsecular.com
405-261-3195

. lan Cameron (founder and administrator)

- Flathead Area SectilarHumanist Association (FASHA)
wwwy flatheadsecular-com

. 406-861:3195 '

{an Cameron (founder and administrator) )
Flathead Area Secular Humanist Association (FASHA)
www.flatheadseclar.com

406-261-3195

22
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From: lan Cameron <ircam2112@gmail.com>
Subject; House hearing on Jesus Shring
Date: February 2, 2012 12:57:26 AM CST
To: Stephanie Schmitt <stephanie@firf.ofg>

Stephanie,

! realize:that with FFRF filing suit, you may not be able to respond to my guestions and maintain the integrity of {he case..In that cass,
justletwie know as | don't want to da anything that would make your job.more difficult. If you think FASHA should "cool it" for a while, just
let.me know that as well. | did several interviews yesterday and in the back of my mind | had concerns about saying something that could
be. damaging lo the case. | guess-I'm asking for & little direction for our activities in .an effort to be congistent with the goals of the
litigation. Pending ali that:

1 wanted to'make sure that you are aware that Mr. Reberg is presenting his "land swap" proposal to a House Committee on Friday Feb.
3rd. In'assuming {hat this is-a major eventin this issue, f've submitted a letterto the committee asking them to reject the proposal.

Out of interest and if appropriate for you to answer at this point; if the land swap is approved and the shring i theh on private land, do
you think there is 8lill a basis for continued litigation? Alse,-do 'you think it would help the case if FASHA apphes for a Forest-Service
special use permit to erect a secular statue on Big Mountain e.g.) the AHA logo or other sectilar symbol? My thinking is that if they reject
the permit, it may strengthign your case.

Thdnks for your time.
lan Cameron

FASHA
406-261-3195
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Fram: ian cameron <ircam2112@gmiail.corm>
Subject: Re: Montana case
Date: ‘February 6, 2012 1;26:57 PM CST
To: ‘Stephanie Schmilt <stephanie@ffrf, org>

I don't have any personal history with the statue unforiunalely. I've lived in Whitefish (at'the base of the mauntain) for 10'years and I've
been skiing there befare but don't recall seeing the shrine. 1 do haveplans an going up somefime soon though it that is of help. As soon
as | found out abotit it, f sent in a letter to the editor in appasition’and a 'coupls of othets since then. I'm the founder of Flathead Area
Secular Humanist Assot. and have been the lead spakespersan, I've ‘appeared on Jocal TV news 3 times and several mentions in the
local newsprint in apposition. One factor for me is that we do have plans to move out of stale within the nexi coupls of years although we
would need to ‘sgll our home first. Ariother factor is:that I'do have a felony an my record. I'm fiot suré How much of a liability this ‘would
present o the case but’ lhought yau shauld’ know before praceeding tao far..Wish I'had betier news for you but please let me know what
you think and how 1 can help in any way.

On Mon, Feb 6, 2012 at 12:07 PM, Stephanie Schmitt <,1 gngmewifn arg> wrote:
lan,

| know yau've Spdken to Annie Laurie the majority of the time, but | realized I'm not aware of what histary you have with the stalue, We
are hoping to file loday, but there is a discussion about whether ar not te file with an individual mentioned. We may still want to include
: you as a plaintiff, and if so, | should be in the loap on what connection (if any) you have with the status.

¢ | will keep you updated, but wanted to get that information from you.

: Stephanie Schmitt
Staff Attomey
: Freedam From Religion Foundation, In¢.
- PO Box 750
- Madisan, Wi 53701
608) 2‘56 8‘)00

Our staff attorneys represenit the Freedom From Religion Foundation and are not the legal representatives of individuals. Neither the

- above communication, nar any letter(s) or e-mail(s) we send or any other-action we take to resolve your complaint, creates an
attorney-client relatianship. FFRF bylaws protect its members' and prospective mémbers! identities and FFRF will handle all
complaints in confidence. FFRF wili nat divulge yaur identity without your express permission (or a court order requiring usto da

- -s0). However, FFRF cannot guarantee the confidentiality of all communications inall circumstances: At-any time, you are free to

- obtain independent legal counsel to represent you in this matter.

lan Cameraon (founder and administrator)

-Flathead Area Sectldr Humanist Association (FASHA)
W, {/alheddsacular cont

406-261-3195

24 SER 0075



Case: 13-35770, 04/30/2014, ID: 9078842, DktEntry: 27-2, Page 78 of 113

10/26/12 Jesus 'statue saved — for now - Dally Inter Lake: Lacal/Montana
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Jesus statue saved — for now

Group vows to file suit over permit renewal

Story  Commeiits (42)  Imige {1) Print Fonl Size:

) Twest 4, 6 - Like 5211 s

Posted: Tuesday, January 31, 2012 7:45 piy | Updated. 8:31 pm, Tue Jan 31, 2012,
By JIM MANNIThe Dally Inter Laka | 42 comments

Flathead National Forest Supervisor Chip. Websr has approved a special use
permit atfowing & statue of Jesus lo reémain on federal land on Big Mountain, but
the Wisconsin-based Freedom From Religion Foundalion intends lo file a lawsuil
challenging the Foresl Service decision.

‘Weber announced Tuesday his reaulhcrization of the 10-year permit for tha
Kalispell Knights of Columbus o keep the stalue an the 25-by-25 fool parcel of
{and where ithas beéen since 1954,

The decislon reversed a delerminalion Waber made last Augusl to deny the
permil renewal, which touched off an enormous public response, mostly from
statue supporters.

liter Lake fiie plioic

Wwwil memorlal Statue of Jesus In a statemenl, Webér explained that "the statue is imporiant lo the community for
Iis hislorical herilage based on s assoclation with the early developmenitof the
A PERMIT has begn rentwed for this status of Jesus en Big ski area on Big Mountain.”

Hounlam

Thé statemnent also cited the statue’s eligibility for listing on the National Register i
of Historic Places as.a factor in the decision,

U.8. Rep. Denny Rehberg, R-Monl., praised.the Forest Service for having ‘the
courage to do'the righl thing™ and he said lhe strong public response likely h
played a part ~ -

in recansidering the permit request, the Farest Service soliciled public input and

got 95,000 comments, mosl of them generated from Rehberg's congressional Marketplace
websile and an online latter posled by.the American Center for Law drid Justice,

a national arganization that counters groups such as the Freedom From Religion

Foundation,

www.dailyinterlake.com/news/local_montana/article_deaB6d4e-4c3d-11e1-b2bd-0019bb2963f4.html 1/11
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10/26/12 Jesus statue saved — for now - Daily'Inter Lake: Locdl/Montana

Annie Laurig Gaylor a spokeswoman for the foundauon,sald Wadnesday thata
lawsilt lready was preparet and would be filed by loday in U:8. Districl Courlin
‘Missoula,

.Beckman s Fine Furnl.
Kabspell MT 59807 [ap]

We were going {o sué befora this happened so we've golour complamt together -
and we'll be seeing them in court,” Gaylor said, explaining that regardless of the
_ForaslServlca dacision, the statue’s cantinued pregence on faderal land was o 6 ‘7 .8 .9:
unacegptable to the group. FUTIRCERE R

The Ioundahon maintalns lhal Lhe stalue victales ihe Establishnent Ciausa of the
U. S. Consiijution, . . .
Find Locail
Businesses
“We are dédicaled to the conslitulional princnple of separalion balween church . .

and state,” she said, adding that the group i§ eGrrently engagad"ln"elghl lawstiils Search

“retated lo Keeping rellgian oit 6f government” i

| HowNew PadsareSeling (oL o
: j : 3lué orlers da notregard it es being illagal. .
for Under §40 le Supp ot reg ng.itag Popuiar Searches |

Browse By Category

“We're delighted Ihat federal officials understood what we have argued all along

—thal this statue of Jasus does nat convéy any government endérsefent of

[ How Cruise Lines Fill All rellglon, said Jay Sekulow, thief counsel for the American Cenler for Law anid’
Thase Unsold Criise Justice.
Cabins

“Instead. This historically Impdrtant mematial is deslgned lo commeamoiate the
\ sacrifice made by those kilied in Worid War fI, We believe the mare than 70,000
TWI?a_I Hfﬁpfns When You concerned individuals we re;:re.,enled in this issug played a'vital role in

ake a leslosierone convincing the federal governiient io make the correct decxsion fo reauthorize a
Supplement spatlal use permit, which will keep the $tatua in place.”

The Knights of Columbus, velerans and olher stalue supporiars-mainlain that itis
amonuménlio World War llveterans, parucularly members of the 16th Mourilain
Division wha were gclive in the establishiient of the ski area.

Bul thal clalm has been challanged by the recently formed flathead Area Secular Humanst As‘spciaﬁon.

A spokesman for that group, lan Cameron, clles a 1954 Whitefish Pilot arlicle (hat repeatedly refers 10 the stalug as a shrins and notas a
valerans memorial.

Rehberg was prepared la cancel a hearing on Friday for legislation that would ¢lear he way for lhe-Flathead Fores! and Whilefish
Mountaln Resort lo swap similar parcels ofland, a move lhat would: make lhe sialue parcel part of the resori praperty and allow the stalue
to stay whera Itis.

Becausa of the panding litigation, the hearing sfill will be held before the House Subcommittee.on National Parks, Forests and Public
Lands on Friday and Rehbarg sald he whi eenlinue to push for an official iisting of the slalue as& hislorical site.

He said the hearing will aliaw for the legislallon lo advance in Congress if he court rules againsl the Fores! Service.

Scheduled lo lestify at the hearing in Washington, 0.C.. on behalf of the Kalispelf Knights of Coluimbus is Charlie Harbali, Kalispell’s =17
allorney and inlerim cily manager,

Harball said members of the Cathollc fraternal organization were “(hritled” wilh the decision to grant the special use pamit
Hae speculated thal an oplnion fromthe Mantana Historical Preservation Office was Influantial in the decision.

“They determined that lhe war memorial Is & legltimale historical sife,” Harball sald, adding that there witl be an efforl 1o get it officially
racognizéd as such,

Keeping the stalue in its cumrentiocation “isn'l the biggest thing tn the world, but i is something people certalnly care aboul,” Harball said.

Reparter Jim Mann may be reached at 758-4407 or by emall at ;.

Tw‘g_gg 4 0 Lk 211 77
Print
Fasted ia Local monlana on Tuesday. Jamuary 31, 2012 548 pm, Updated: 8:31 pm
www.dallyinterlale.com/news/local_montana/article_dea86d4e-4c3d-11e1-b2bd-0019bb296 3f4.html 2/11
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Jesus statue saved — for how
By JIM MANN/The Daily Inter Lake | Posted: Tuesday, January 31,2012 7:45 pm
Flathead National Forest Supei‘visor Chip Weber has approved a special use permit allowing a

statue of Jesus to remain on federal land on Big Mountain, but the Wisconsin-based Freedom
From Religion Foundation intends to file a lawsuit challenging the Forest Service decision.

Weber announced Tuesday his reauthorization of the 1 0-year permit for the Kalispell Knights of
Columbus to keep the statue on the 25-by-25 foot parcel of land where it has been since 1954,

The decision reversed a determination Weber made last August to deny the permit renewal, which
touched off an enormous public response, mostly from statue supporters.

In a statement, Weber explained that “the statue is important to the community for its historical
heritage based on its association with the early development of the ski area on Big Mountain.”

The statement also cited the statue’s eli g’i‘bility for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places as a factor in the decision.

U.S. Rep. Denny Rehberg, R-Mont., praised the Forest Service for having “the courage to do the
right thing” and he said the strong public response likely played a part.

In reconsidering the permit request, the Forest Service solicited public input and got 95,000
comments, most of them generated from Rehberg’s congressional website and an online letter
posted by the American Center for Law and Justice, a national organization that counters groups
such as the Freedom From Religion Foundation.

Annie Laurie Gaylor, a spokeswoman for the foundation, said Wednesday that a lawsuit already
was prepared and would be filed by today in U.S. District Court in Missoula.

“We were going to sue before this happened so we’ve got our complaint together and we’ll be
seeing them in court,” Gaylor said, explaining that regardless of the Forest Service decision, the
statue’s continued presence on federal land was unacceptable to the group.

The foundation maintains that the statue violates the Establishment Clause of the U.S.

Constitution.

“We are dedicated to the constitutional principle of separation between church and state,” she
said, adding that the group is currently engaged in eight lawsuits “related to keeping religion out

of government.”
Statue supporters do not regard it as being illegal.

“We’re delighted that federal officials understood what we have argued all along — that this

wiww.dallyinterlake.com/news /local_montana/article_dea86d4e-4c3d-11e1-b2bd-0019bb2963f4.htmi?...
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Richard L. Bolton

From: Stephanie Schmitt [stephanie@ffif.org]
Sent: Friday, October 26, 2012 9:55 AM

To: Richard L. Bolton

Subject: Fwd: Member verifications

Here are the member screenshots. The rest I am working on.

Stephanie

Begin forwarded message:

From: Katie S <katie.s@ffrf.org>

Subject: Re: Member verifications

Date: October 26, 2012 9:45:51 AM CDT
To: Stephanie Schmitt <stephanie@ffrf.org>

Mr. lan Cameron &

Agtons

Surmary

Change Loy 12
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Katie Stenz

Publicist

Freedom From Religion Foundation
PO Box 750

Madison, WI 53701

608-256-8900

FFRF.ORG

On Oct 26, 2012, at 9:18 AM, Stephanie Schmitt wrote:
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Can nonfaith move a mountain refigious symbol? The Freedom From Religion Foundation filed suit Feb. 7 in U.S. District Court Espa;ﬁg!

in Montana, challenging the U.S. Forest Service's decision to renew a spedial permit to maintain a Jesus shrine oh Big Mouniain

near Kalispell.
RELATED LINKS

FFRF seeks a declaration that the “continued presence of a six-foot-tall statue of Jesus Christ in the Flathead Natlional Forest,

on a 25-by-25-foot plof awned and administered by the Uniled States Ferest Service, violates the Establishment Clause of the About Fre eethougﬁt Today

First Amendment o the Censtitution of the United States.” free Sample issue

The Knights of Columbus, an ultra-conservative Roman Catholic men's organization, applied for a permit for the express

religious purpose of erecting "a Statue of our Lord Jesus Christ” in 1953, The shrine, erected in 1954, is similar fo Jesus shrines

the Knights of Columbus places “on its own extensive real estate holdings.” The Knights have has never paid any money for the

privilege of appropriating a prominent parcel of federal land for their proselytizing symbol.

The Forest Service has continued to “sanction the looming presence” of the shrine overlooking Big Mountain ski run, untii the

most recent lease ran out in late 2010.

Chip Weber, Flathead National forest Supervisor, determined fast year, after a complaint by FFRF, that the statue’s presence

was inappropriate. On Aug. 24, 2011, Weber noted in a formal statement that a shrine on federal Jand conflicted with Supreme

Court decisions and established case law, and that it would be removed no later than Oct. 31, 2012.

U.S. Rep. Denny Rehberg, who is campaigning for the Senate, publicly denounced the dedision and slarted a website,

vetsforjesus.com, which takes visitors to his Congressional website and a pitch to retain the shrine.

SER 0083
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Weber capitulated in an Oct. 21 announcement, withdrawing the earlier decision, and calling for a public comment period.
Webaer's letter referred o "new information” that the Jesus statue is supposedly eligible for listing on the National Historic
Register, a suggestion the Forest Service itself made to the Montana Historic Preservation Office. Religious monuments and
propertiss are not eligible for listing on the Natlonal Register of Historic Places.

As part of the “public comment” period, FFRF shared samples of the vicious hate mail it has received from shrine supporters.
FFRF's legal complaint notes that the shrine's presence on federal property amounts to governmental endorsement of
Christianity in general and Catholicist In particular,

FFRF is asking the court to enjoin the defendant front continuing to approve the shrine for federal property and ordering Weber
to direct the Knights of Columbus to remove it

FFRF is bringing the lawsuit on behalf of its Montana membership including members who have had “direct and unwelcome
exposure” to the Jesus shrine, some of whom have “altered their conduct to avoid Big Mountain because of the Jesus statue.”

The case is filed on FFRF’s behalf by attorney Richard L. Bolton and local counsel Martin 8. King.

Read the full Complaint

FFRF is a non-profit, educational organization. All FERF ONTHE WEB
dues and donations are deductible for income-tax

purposes.

Find us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter

FFRF privacy statement
Subscribe to us on Youtube

@ Freedom From Religion Foundation
PO Bux 780 - Madison, W1 53701 - conlact

http:/ffif. org/publications/freethought-foday/item/13942-ffrf-su... 10/26/2012
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Home » News » News Releases » FFRF challenges Catholic shrine en Big Mountain

FILES FEDERAL LAWSUIT

FFRF challenges Catholic shrine on Big Mountain

February 8, 2012

The Freedom From Religion Foundation, a state/church walchdog and the nation's largest association of atheists and agnostics,
has filed suit in U.8. District Court in Montana, challenging the Forest Service's decision to renew a special permit to maintain a
Jesus shrine on federal property in the Rockies.

The case was filed iate yesterday on behaif of FFRF's 17,500 members, inciuding more than 100 in Montana and those "who
have had direct and unwanted exposure to the shrine” on Big Mountaln near Whitefish Mountain's Resort Chair Two in Flathead
Nationai Forest,

FFRF seeks a dedlaration that the "continued presence of a six-foot-tali statue of Jesus Christ in the Flathead National Forest,
on a 25-by-25-foot piot owned and administered by the United States Forest Service, violates the Establishment Clause of the
First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States.”

The Knights of Columbus, an witra-conservative Roman Catholic men's organization, applied far a pemit for the express
religious purpose of eracting "a Statue of our Lord Jesus Christ” in 1953, The shrine, which was first placed in 1954, is similar to
Jesus shilnes the Knights of Columbus places "on its awn extensive real estate holdings.” The Knights of Coiumbus has never
pald any money for the privilege of appropriating a prominent parcet of federal land for their proselytizing symbol.

The Forest Service has continued to "sanction the looming presence” of the shrine overiooking Big Mourtain ski run, until the
most recent lease ran out In late 2010,

Chip Weber, Flathead National Forest Supervisor, determined last year, after a complaint by FFRF, that the statue's presence
was inappropriate, On Aug. 24, 2011, Weber noted in a fonmal statement that a shiine on foederal iand confiicted with Supreme
Court decisions and established case law, and that it would be removed no later than Oct. 31, 2012,

U.S. Rep. Denny Rehberg, who is campaigning for the Senate, publicly denaunced the decision and started a website,
vetsforjesus.com, which takes visitors to his Congressional website and a pitch to retain the shrine. Weber capitulated in an Oct.
21 announcement, withdrawing the earlier decision, and calling for a public commenl period. Weber's Jetter referred to "new
information” that the Jesus statue is supposediy eligible for listing on the National Historic Register — a suggestion the Forest
Service itself maie to the Montana Historic Preservation Office. Religious monuments ani properties are not eligible for listing
on the Nationat Register of Historic Places.

As part of the “public cornment” period, FFRF shared samples of the vicious hate mail it has received from shrine supporters.
FFRF's legal compiaint notes that the shrine's presence on federal property amounts to governmental endorsemenl of

Christianity in general and Roman Catholicism in particuiar, The Forest Service's actions "diminish the civii and poiitical standing

of non-religious and non-Christian Americans.”

GET INVOLVED

Search s aile

DONATE  SHOP

IN THIS SECTION

Current News Releases
News Release Archives

RSS Feed

NEWS LINKS

What's New
News Releases

Freethought Radio

FFRF in the News

Action Aterts

Blég

Ereethought of the Day
Tixﬁely Topics

Video

Debaptistm Certificate

RELATED LINKS

For the Press
Freethought Today

Upcaming Events

SER 0085

http://tfrf. org/news/news4releases/iten;7/28 88-ffrf-challenges-cat... 10/26/2012



Case: 13-35770, 04/30/2014, 1D: 9078842, DktEntry: 27-2, Page 88 of 113

Exhibit 11

SER 0086



D: 9078842, DktEntrg: 27-2 Page 89 0f 113
ocument 42" Filed 08/08/12 Page 1 of 3

U
o
O
o_

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MONTANA
MISSOULA DIVISION

FREEDOM FROM RELIGION
FOUNDATION, INC.,

P. O. Box 750

Madison, W1 53701,

Cause No. CV12-19-m-DLB
Plaintiff,

DECLARATION OF
WILLIAM A. COX

VS.

CHIP WEBER, FLATHEAD NATIONAL
FOREST SUPERVISOR

UNITED STATES FOREST SERVICE
650 Wolfpack Way

Kalispell, Montana 59901,

Defendant.

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

I, William A. Cox, do hereby declare, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 8 1746, under penalty of
perjury, that the following facts set forth below are true and correct to the best of my knowledge:
1. I live in Kalispell, Montana, 15 miles south of Whitefish, Montana. | am a

member of the Freedom From Religion Foundation, Inc.

2. | am a frequent skier and | ski past the statue of Jesus on "Big Mountain™ many
times each winter. 1 most certainly plan to continue to ski on "Big Mountain™ in the future,
including this next winter, when | will again have exposure to the Jesus statue.

3. Shortly after the U.S. Forest Service denied the lease renewal for the land beneath
the statue of Jesus on Big Mountain last year, proponents of the statue declared that it was a war

memorial erected in recognition of the deeds of American servicemen during World War I1.
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4. Prior to the war memorial explanation that materialized last year, | had never
heard or otherwise known that the statue was anything other than an absurd likeness of Jesus in a
Roman Catholic style. | knew of no indication that the statue had originated as a war memorial.

5. Earlier this year, while skiing past the statue, | noted a small bronze plaque
adjacent to the statue that | presume explains its origin and purpose. | do not know how long the
plaque has been in place, but in any event, the statue is utterly inappropriate as a public war
memorial. It is an unambiguously Christian religion monument with nothing about it to remind
one of the heroism or the heartache of war.

6. As a rationalist and non-believer, I consider the statue of Jesus on public land to
be ridiculous and offensive. It is a religious monument, conspicuously Roman Catholic in style,
that belongs in the courtyard of a monastery or on the roof of a church, in my opinion.

7. As a regular skier, however, | do have frequent and unwanted contact and
exposure to the statue when I am skiing on Big Mountain many times each winter, which | find
to be offensive.

Dated this day of August, 2012.

William A. Cox

Declaration of William A. Cox Page 2 of 3
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that on August 7, 2012, | electronically filed the foregoing document with
the Clerk of Court using the CM/ECF system, which will send notification electronically to all
attorneys of record.

/s/ Richard L. Bolton
Richard L. Bolton

FADOCS\WD\26318\31\A1459351.DOCX
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'Big Mountain Jesus' Statue Divides Montanans

December 03, 2012 3:00 PM

Listen to the Story
All Things Considered 4 min 47 sec

A group of atheists has filed a lawsuit seeking the removal of a statue of Jesus on federal land
near a Montana ski resort. Melissa Block talks with William Cox of Kalispell, Mont., who is the
plaintiff in the lawsuit.

Copyright © 2012 National Public Radio. For personal, noncommercial use only. See Terms of
Use. For other uses, prior pemmission required.

MELISSA BLOCK, HOST:

If you get off chairlift two at Whitefish Mountain Resort in Montana, you'll swish by a life-sized
statue of Jesus wearing a light-blue robe, his arms outstretched. It's known as the Big Mountain
Jesus. It's been there since 1955, erected by the Roman Catholic organization the Knights of
Columbus, and it stands on a small parcel of federal land. Last year, the U.S. Forest Service
decided not to renew the statue's permit, but after a public outcry, the service allowed it to stay.

Well, that in turn triggered a First Amendment lawsuit from the atheist and agnostic group the
Freedom From Religion Foundation, which argues the statue violates the principle of separation
of church and state. They want the statue taken down. And now, a federal judge in Montana has
ruled that suit can go forward because Kalispell resident and longtime skier William Cox has
been named as an injured party in the suit.

WILLIAM COX: I've regarded the statue as an absurdity. | resented it the first time I saw it, and
it's just - and kind of a bizarre thing to discover Jesus standing there in the snow. So | thought to
myself, | think T'll join this organization. 'm no longer a person of faith, and subsequently, they

contacted me and asked whether | would care to be a witness.

SER 0091
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BLOCK: Mr. Cox, what's the constitutional issue as far as you're concemed?

COX: Well, the First Amendment is the constitutional issue. i provides that Congress should
pass no law establishing religion, and by extension, that's been applied to the agencies
authorized by Congress of which the Forest Service is one. You know, we live todayina
religiously diverse and multicultural society, and it's offensive to many people, some of whom |
know intimately. My wife is Jewish, and it's worrisome to them that religion, particularly
Christianity, plays such a prominent role in our political life. Often, it appears to me to be a
somewhat hypaocritical role. In any event, the Constitution provides that in essence the federal
govemnment shall not establish religion, and this is a clearly religious shrine.

BLOCK: Let me ask you this: The statue, as | understand it, was put up 57 years ago, and
originally it was meant to honor soldiers from the 10th Mountain Division who saw similar shrines
when they were fighting in the mountains of ltaly during World War ll. They say - supporters say
it's a military memorial, not a religious shrine.

COX: That may have been the history. | don't know of anyone around here who knew that before
this controversy occurred. And it may well be that the soldiers encountered Christian monuments
in Europe and in the mountains and found them to be comforting or inspiring, but that doesn't
change our Constitution, 1 think, and this is, as a war memorial, really outrageous. | mean, when
did Jesus bless a war?

BLOCK: The permit for the Jesus statue on this mountain has been renewed many times before.
Do you think there's some validity to folks who say, look, this is a part of our local culture, it's
been here for a very long time, just let it stay?

COX: Well, itis a part of the local culture. | think that's true. And some people regard it with a
certain amount of nostalgia and might miss itif it's removed. Whether that's a valid legal
argument or not, 'm going to leave it to the judge.

BLOCK: Well, Mr. Cox, thanks for talking with us today.
COX: Thank you.

BLOCK: That's William Cox of Kalispell, Montana, who objects to the Big Mountain Jesus statue.
A lawyer for the Knights of Columbus defended the statue in an email to NPR today. Eric Baxter

writes this: The government allows all kinds of activity on Big Mountain. k leases land to a private
resort for ski runs. It also leases a small piece of land to the Knights of Columbus for maintaining

a war memorial. The government cannot discriminate against the Knights of Columbus just
SER 0092
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because they are religious, and it is not promoting religion any more than it is promoting skiing.

Copyright © 2012 National Public Radio. All rights reserved. No quotes from the matenals
contained herein may be used in any media without attribution to National Public Radio. This
transcript is provided for personal, noncommercial use only, pursuant to our Terms of Use. Any
other use requires NPR's prior permission. Visit our permissions page for further information.

NPR transcripts are created on a rush deadline by a contractor for NPR, and accuracy and
availability may vary. This text may not be in its final form and may be updated or revised in the
future. Please be aware that the authoritative record of NPR's programming is the audio.

©2012 NPR
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1
JULIE M. LAKE
Registered Diplomate Reporter
Certified Realtime Reporter
Martin-Lake & Associates, Inc.
P.0. Box 7765
Missoula, Montana 59807-7765
406/543-6447 office
jml@martin-lake.net
United States Contract Court Reporter
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MONTANA
MISSOULA DIVISION
FREEDOM FROM RELIGION FOUNDATION,
INC., a Wisconsin nonprofit
corporation,
No. CV 12-19-M-DLC
Plaintiff,
PRELIMINARY PRETRIAL
Vs. CONFERENCE

CHIP WEBER, Flathead National Russell Smith Courthouse
Forest Supervisor; UNITED STATES Missoula, Montana
FOREST SERVICE, an Agency of the
United States Department of Tuesday, June 5, 2012
Agriculture, 10:28 a.m. to 11:33 a.m,

Defendants,
and
WILLIAM GLIDDEN, RAYMOND LEOPOLD,
EUGENE THOMAS, NORMAN DeFORREST,
and the KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS,

Defendant-Intervenors.

HEARD BEFORE THE HONORABLE DANA L. CHRISTENSEN
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MONTANA

Proceedings recorded by machine shorthand
Transcript produced by computer-assisted transcription.
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The Plaintiff, Freedom From Religion Foundation, Inc.,
nonprofit corporation under the laws of the State of
Wisconsin. And I understand you have over 100 members in
Montana; is that correct?

MR. BOLTON: That's correct.

THE COURT: I know that standing is probably going
to be a contested issue in this case, but I did read
Paragraph 9 of the Complaint which seems to be the
essential--although it's repeated later, that seems to be
the essential standing paragraph.

Are there members of your organization that actually
recreate up at Big Mountain, either in the summer or in the
winter, either skiing or hiking or biking up there?

MR. BOLTON: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay.

MR. BOLTON: And, in fact, we--if we haven't
already, we will be identifying specific members to the

Defendants as well. Hopefully, you know, on that dissue I

a

know, as you indicated, standing is always an issue in these

cases. And it may be that--I mean, we're going to be
providing information that hopefully we can at least get
that issue focused and perhaps even resolved, but there are
individual members.

THE COURT: All right. Yeah, I didn't see any--

obviously there are no individuals named as plaintiffs and I

SER 0100
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didn't see any specific allegations in the Complaint that
would address the issue of standing. But I assumed, based
on the defenses being asserted, that this was probably going
to be an issue.

MR. BOLTON: And I apologize. Quite frankly, I
usually do identify specific members and for some reason we
didn't in this particular Complaint. So when that was drawn
to my attention, I went back, actually in the last day or
so, and have compiled the list of specific members who have
had access and exposure that we'll be relying on.

THE COURT: Just in terms of facts that seem to
be--well, I think they are undisputed in this case as I read
through the various answers. In October 1993 the original
permit was issued by the Forest Service to the Knights of
Columbus--well, that wasn't in '93. That was '53, wasn't
it? We'll get that correct. 1953, yes.

On August 24 of 2011, the Forest Service determined not
to renew the permit and it ordered the statue removed by
October 31, 2012.

And then on October 21, 2011, the Forest Service
withdrew that August 24th decision, to formally assess
public sentiment. And then the Montana State Historic
Preservation Office got involved about that time. And I
realize this is an issue of some contention between the

parties but, nevertheless, it's alleged in the Complaint
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45

CERTIFTIOCATE

STATE OF MONTANA )
) SS.
COUNTY OF MISSOULA )

I, Julie M. Lake, RDR, CRR, CSR, Freelance Court
Reporter for the State of Montana, residing in Missoula,
Montana, do hereby certify:

That I was duly authorized to and did report the
proceedings in the above-entitled cause;

I further certify that the foregoing pages of this
transcript represent a true and accurate transcription of my
stenotype notes.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand on
this the 6th day of July, 2012.

_Julie M Lake

Julie M. Lake, RDR, CRR, CSR
Freelance Court Reporter
State of Montana, residing in
Missoula, Montana.
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Administrative Record, Docket No. 25
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United States Forest Flathead 650 Wolfpack Way
Department of Service National Kalispell, MT 59901
Agriculture Forest (406) 758-5204

Fax (406) 758-5367

Date: November 3, 2011

LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
Knights of Columbus Special Use Permit Reauthorization Project
USDA Forest Service
Flathead National Forest

Flathead County, Montana

The Flathead National Forest is requesting public input on a proposal to reauthorize a special use
permit on National Forest System (NFS) lands. The Responsible Official for this project is Chip

Weber, Forest Supervisor for the Flathead National Forest.

This project is located in T32N, R22W, Section 35. Our proposal is to reauthorize, for a period
of ten years, the Knights of Columbus special use permit for a statue of Jesus Christ located on
NFS land within the Whitefish Mountain Resort permit boundary. No additions or modifications
to the permit are proposed. More detailed scoping information and a map can be accessed on the

Flathead National Forest internet site at http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/flathead/projects.

The Forest Service, Flathead National Forest, Tally Lake Ranger District has made a preliminary
determination that this proposal falls within a category of actions listed in the Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) that are excluded from documentation in an Environmental Assessment (EA)
or Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and there are no extraordinary circumstances that
would preclude its use: 36 CFR 220.6(e)(15). Category 15 is the issuance of a new special use
authorization for a new term to replace an existing or expired special use authorization when the
only changes are administrative, there are no changes to the authorized facilities or increases in
the scope or intensity of authorized activities, and the applicant or holder is in full compliance

with the terms and conditions of the special use authorization.

This comment period provides those interested in, or affected by, this proposal an opportunity to

make their concerns known prior to a decision being made by the Responsible Official.

>
Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on RepyRet)Rapar W
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Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and addresses of those who
comment, will be considered part of the public record and may be available for public review in

accordance with applicable law.

Written, facsimile, hand-delivered, and electronic comments will be accepted for 30 calendar
days following publication of this notice. The publication date in the newspaper of record is the
exclusive means for calculating the comment period for this proposal. You should not rely upon

dates or timeframe information provided by any other source.

Written comments must be submitted to: Project Leader Derek Milner, Tally Lake Ranger
District, 650 Wolfpack Way, Kalispell, MT 59901, or fax at (406) 758-5367. The office
business hours for those submitting hand-delivered comments are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. Electronic comments must be submitted in Word
(.doc), Word Perfect, Adobe PDF, or rich text format (.rtf) to comments-northern-flathead-tally-
lake@fs.fed.us. The subject line must contain the name of the project. For electronically mailed
comments, the sender should normally receive an automated electronic acknowledgement. Only
the first email from each sender will receive an email confirmation. If the sender does not
receive this confirmation on the first email, it is the sender’s responsibility to ensure timely

receipt by other means.

Published in the Daily Inter Lake
November §, 2011

Billing:

Region 1 — ACE

Attn: Dan Moe, Jaesen Sheppard, or Karen Peterson
Building 24, Fort Missoula

Missoula, MT 59804

(406) 329-1033

(866) 621-3793

Fax (406) 329-1046
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