
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MONTANA 

MISSOULA DIVISION 
  
Freedom From Religion Foundation, Inc.,  
 
 Plaintiff, 

 
v. 

 
Chip Weber, Flathead National Forest 
Supervisor; and 
 
United States Forest Service, an  
Agency of the United States  
Department of Agriculture  
   
 Defendants.     

 
 
  
 
 
 Case No. 9:12-cv-19-DLC 
 
 

  
 

DECLARATION OF GENE THOMAS 

I, Gene Thomas, declare under penalty of perjury that the following is true and 

correct: 

(1) I am over 18 years of age and have personal knowledge of each of the 

statements in this declaration. 

(2) I have lived in Kalispell, Montana, since 1967.  

(3) I joined Council 1328 of the Knights of Columbus shortly after moving to 

Kalispell. 

(4) I first came to know about the statue of Jesus at issue in this litigation the 

first—and probably only—time I have gone downhill skiing, which was on Big 

Mountain at what is now the Whitefish Mountain Ski Resort.  

(5) Around that time, there was also a member of Council 1328 who lived in 

Whitefish. He had participated in installing the statue. When he attended Council 






