
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND 

 

TAMER MAHMOUD, et al., 

     

 Plaintiffs,     

 

v.       

       

MONIFA B. MCKNIGHT, in her official 

capacity as Superintendent of the 

Montgomery Board of Education, et al., 

    

 Defendants. 

 

 

Case No. 8:23-CV-01380-TJS 

 

 

DECLARATION OF 

ERIC BAXTER IN SUPPORT OF 

PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR A 

PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION 

 

 

 

I, Eric Baxter, declare as follows: 

1. I am Senior Counsel at the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty. I represent 

Plaintiffs in this matter. 

2. On June 1, 2023, I received link a copy of the June 2023 edition of the Gator 

Gazette, a publication of Greenwood Elementary School, which is part of the 

Montgomery County, Maryland public school system. A copy of the June 2023 

newsletter can be found here: https://perma.cc/D7S5-582P. 

3. The first article in the newsletter is entitled “June is Pride Month!” The article 

states that “the Greenwood community … will be participating in ‘Reading the 

Rainbow’ month.”  

4. The article further states that, “[f]or each day in June, classrooms will read an 

inclusive, LGBTQ+ friendly book” followed by a “community circle discussion.”  

5. The article includes the following link to a Google document identifying the 

story books to be read as part of “Reading the Rainbow”: https://shorturl.at/xzES1.  

6. Attached as Exhibit 1 is a true and accurate copy of one of the books on the 

list entitled What Are Your Words? 
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7. The book is also recommended by the School Board via its website here: 

https://perma.cc/Y44H-TWBF (Resources for Students Staff and Parents/Affirming 

LGBTQ+ Young Adults/Elementary Specific). 

8. Attached as Exhibit 2 is a true and accurate copy of another book 

recommended on Defendants’ website entitled Jacob’s Room to Choose. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best 

of my knowledge. 

Executed on this 12th day of June, 2023.  

 

       

Eric S. Baxter 
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