
LGBTQ+ Inclusive 
Picture Books
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WHO IS HERE TONIGHT?

● PEP
● KINDERGARTEN
● GRADE 1
● GRADE 2
● GRADE 3
● GRADE 4
● GRADE 5
● DISCRETE
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INTRO SLIDE - MCPS STAFF INTRO

Margaret B. Gaudino
Coordinator, Evaluation and Selection of Instructional 
Materials and Library Books
School Library Media Programs

Eugenia (Jeanie) Dawson, Ed.D.
Director, School Support and Well-Being

Kisha Logan, Ed.D.
Director 
Department of PreK-12 Curriculum & Districtwide 
Programs
Office of Curriculum & Instructional Programs (OCIP)
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GROUND RULES 
1. Engage in civil 

discourse
2. Assume good 

intentions 
3. Accept 

non-closure 

PROCESS
● Whole Group 

Presentation 
● Index Cards for 

questions
● Q&A from cards 
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Questions from 
the rsvp form
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Questions I have about books:

● Are these required reading, will they be read in story time?
● How do you take into account the religious and personal beliefs 

of Sherwood families who do not believe this is appropriate 
content for 5-11 year olds?  Please address how a Halloween 
parade was cancelled because of religious or personal beliefs of 
25-30 students and how do you compare these topics to that?

● How is this appropriate?
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Questions I have about books:

● Is there a way to make sure my child doesn't check out these books. We 
believe these are topics for parents to address at home--not in school. 
Curious how "front and center" these are in the library. 

● Will there be permanent display or are these books filed on shelf?
● Will they be part of their daily reading in class? Will there be discussions 

or education about LGBTQ un class?
● Is there an opt out option?
● None
● None. Excited to see them!
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Questions I have about books: (cont)

● What are the themes of the books that make them appropriate for the 
school curriculum? Folktales?

● What do these books have to do with education? How are you going to 
answer questions that comes up? If a kid says they feel like a girl and 
they have been born a boy, what’s your response and next steps?  

● When will the be introduced? When is the curriculum that has the books 
as a resource slated to be started?

● While I respect others opinions and choices, this may not be appropriate 
topics for elementary school kids. Why are these being added to the 
library?
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Something I would like added to the agenda for discussion:

● How can parents have access to the new curriculum resources? 
● How can parents regulate what the children are exposed to?
● This is not a one size fits all topic. Some students will not be ready in 

ELEMENTARY school to have these important conversations and that 
is appropriate. Likewise, some religions have not supported these 
topics as well. Maybe an easier start to these conversations would 
be from the counselor, as needed.  
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Something I would like added to the agenda for discussion:

● What are the perimeters in place for those of us who don’t 
want our kids exposed to this in school? 

● We would like to know what Montgomery County's Elementary 
schools Reading and Math scores compared to other counties 
in the state and the rest of the country.

● Nothing 
● rainbow books
● Thankful for the ability to be a part of the dialogue. 
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Something I would like added to the agenda for discussion:

● What are teachers going to be asked to present to the classroom students?  What is 
being taken away from the curriculum to add this? What data/research is there to 
suggest that this should be discussed in a school setting versus a home setting? 
What research/data is there to suggests that elementary school aged children are 
all capable of understanding different ideas in human sexuality? What 
data/research suggests elementary age students should be taught about human 
sexuality in school?  If parents need to give signed consent for their 5th graders to 
learn about their own bodies will parents/caregivers be asked to consent to their 
children being taught about different sexualities? Is the new curriculum already 
approved or is there room for more discussion with MCPS before it is rolled out in the 
classroom?
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Some Research (click HERE)Case 8:23-cv-01380-TJS   Document 1-15   Filed 05/24/23   Page 12 of 30

https://docs.google.com/document/d/126HphjjX6i0X1hYKE9msfLbQErEI3aQ57AkQOGdZZCs/edit?usp=sharing


From Board Policy ACA: 
Nondiscrimination, Equity, 
and Cultural Proficiency:

Instructional materials used in MCPS 
schools will reflect the diversity of the 
global community, the aspirations, 
issues, and achievements of women, 
persons with disabilities, persons from 
diverse racial, ethnic, and cultural 
backgrounds, as well as persons of 
diverse gender identity, gender 
expression, or sexual orientation. 

MCPS’s Commitments To This Work

From the Gender Identity 
Guidelines:

◆ Reduce stigmatization and 
marginalization of 
transgender and gender 
nonconforming students.

◆ Foster social integration and 
cultural inclusiveness of 
transgender and gender 
nonconforming students.
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https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/policy/pdf/policy%20aca,%20nondiscrimination,%20equity,%20and%20cultural%20proficiency%20updated.pdf
https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/policy/pdf/policy%20aca,%20nondiscrimination,%20equity,%20and%20cultural%20proficiency%20updated.pdf
https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/policy/pdf/policy%20aca,%20nondiscrimination,%20equity,%20and%20cultural%20proficiency%20updated.pdf
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/students/rights/GenderIdentityGuidelinesForStudents.pdf
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/students/rights/GenderIdentityGuidelinesForStudents.pdf


WHO IS 
CURRENTLY 
REPRESENTED 
IN OUR 
MATERIALS?
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https://www.instagram.com/p/Cgo5_h9APVS/?igshid=MDJmNzVkMjY%3D
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cgo5_h9APVS/?igshid=MDJmNzVkMjY%3D


We teach--implicitly and 
explicitly--about gender and 
sexuality identity all the time in 
school. We teach the gender 
binary--you’re either a boy or a 
girl and we teach that people are 
heterosexual. 
For example, it is more likely 
than not that staff who have 
pictures of families up are 
teaching this. The texts we read, 
language we use, and images we 
have up are likely reinforcing this 
as well.

GROUNDING QUOTE
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https://www.instagram.com/p/Cb5kWV1OPzK/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cb5kWV1OPzK/


Anchoring in Our Why

When books are removed or flagged as inappropriate, it sends the 
message that the people in them are somehow inappropriate. It is a 

dehumanizing form of erasure. Every reader deserves to see 
themselves and their families positively represented in the books in 

their schools. These books are important for all children. Reading 
stories that reflect the diversity of our world builds empathy and 

respect for everyone’s humanity. At a time when our country is 
experiencing an alarming rise in hate crimes, we should be searching 

for ways to increase empathy and compassion at every turn.
~Kid Lit Authors Send Letter to Congress to Speak Out Against Book Banning

Case 8:23-cv-01380-TJS   Document 1-15   Filed 05/24/23   Page 16 of 30

https://www.slj.com/story/kid-lit-authors-send-letter-to-congress-to-speak-out-against-book-banning


Impact of this work
Compared to students in schools without an LGBTQ+ inclusive curriculum, 
LGBTQ+ students in schools with an LGBTQ+ inclusive curriculum:

● Were less likely to hear homophobic remarks
● Were less likely to hear negative remarks about gender expression 

often or frequently
● Were less likely to hear negative remarks about transgender people 

often or frequently
● Felt greater belonging to their school community, performed better 

academically in school and were more likely to plan on pursuing 
postsecondary education

● Were more likely to report that their classmates were somewhat or 
very accepting of LGBTQ+ people
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Windows, Mirrors & 
Sliding Glass 

Doors: 
Reflections on the 

Seminal Metaphor
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Everyone Needs These Books
When we mostly provide mirrors for students whose 
identities align with dominant culture, we contribute 

to them internalizing a sense of dominance, 
superiority and entitlement.

Paraphrased from Anti-Bias Education Education For Young Children and Ourselves  
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https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/books/anti-bias-education
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_wQ8wiV3FVo&t=653
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_wQ8wiV3FVo&t=653


Exploring the Texts
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Communicating with our Community
This work is part of MCPSs commitment to equity. As part of that commitment to 
equity, we are working towards cultivating inclusive environments for all of our 

students and their families. Part of how we do this is through diversifying 
representation in the curriculum; expanding our representation shows our 

LGBTQ+ community members that this is a place where they are welcome and 
included. All students deserve to see themselves in their school and classroom, 

including students who identify as LGBTQ+ and come from LGBTQ+ headed 
families and have family members that are a part of the LGBTQ+ community. 

There are no planned explicit lessons related to gender and sexuality, but these 
books do mean that LGBTQ+ identities will be made visible. Inclusive curricula 

support a student’s ability to empathize, connect, and collaborate with a diverse 
group of peers, and encourage respect for all. No child, or adult, who does not 

agree with or understand another student’s gender identity or expression or their 
sexuality identity is asked to change how they feel about it.
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Grade Level Specific Books

Pre-K

Paired Texts For Use With Unit 4 and/or Unit 6

K 2nd1st 3rd 4th 5th

click on the image to access the guide
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Cf3vScoaKZQvHh9L2QdvFp-NEOVZ2pGdkqxewzh86iE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Cf3vScoaKZQvHh9L2QdvFp-NEOVZ2pGdkqxewzh86iE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1bLsUchNSuHx5ztt67e0xFawB3hI0aM4AZk1P_ueFZCo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1bLsUchNSuHx5ztt67e0xFawB3hI0aM4AZk1P_ueFZCo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1SKim4xSepD2ooziVH8WC4Z7yuui0GAFBERdrpTG7gyY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1SKim4xSepD2ooziVH8WC4Z7yuui0GAFBERdrpTG7gyY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/11ZimsA3IM9yqxDcYoED12X-OlrIatKhINLzyWvpa74I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/11ZimsA3IM9yqxDcYoED12X-OlrIatKhINLzyWvpa74I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1yqQoWSKo4UOv_2_xQXBJqtOLhzR-rbDIlnvzXAQjIZo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1yqQoWSKo4UOv_2_xQXBJqtOLhzR-rbDIlnvzXAQjIZo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/11agt0YAS6GVvyrm5BaMlIgrtYKMvIZqIuQWcPSkKxjY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/11agt0YAS6GVvyrm5BaMlIgrtYKMvIZqIuQWcPSkKxjY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rKVASu5Z3kXI5FNL_6MF-pqZY4MC9nrs1mUcwffLZGE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rKVASu5Z3kXI5FNL_6MF-pqZY4MC9nrs1mUcwffLZGE/edit?usp=sharing
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/12l9QtLgxdiLlVmU5uFNTqkQvIr-O7AZ2Qy_vsjgNfQg/edit?usp=sharing


Evaluation and 
Selection
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 As part of MCPS' mission to equity, "instructional materials and 
library books are chosen to reflect the diversity of our global 
community, the aspirations, issues and achievements of women, 
persons with disabilities, persons from diverse, racial, ethnic, 
and cultural backgrounds, as well as persons of diverse gender 
identity, gender expression, or sexual orientation."

Case 8:23-cv-01380-TJS   Document 1-15   Filed 05/24/23   Page 26 of 30



MCPS Regulation IIB-RA Evaluation and Selection of 
Instructional Materials and Library Books drives the 
evaluation work.

● Instructional materials shall be directly aligned to the MCPS curriculum 
and relevant to and reflective of the multicultural society and global 
community. 

● As appropriate, the materials shall offer opportunities to better 
understand and appreciate the issues, aspirations, and achievements of 
women and persons from diverse racial, ethnic, and cultural 
backgrounds

● As appropriate, the materials shall provide students with the opportunity 
to investigate, analyze, and evaluate social issues. 
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org%2Fdepartments%2Fpolicy%2Fpdf%2Fiibra.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CMargaret_M_Gaudino%40mcpsmd.org%7Cf8bd478275274a780f1508daf276ba7f%7Cddf755e9bcd64a5ea4727c378a78c6c7%7C0%7C0%7C638088889015230057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Sc7FihzmHZq9exS86Cs%2Bw03G0D1k9FDp19tWKiVqt0s%3D&reserved=0


Library Books
Your library media specialist ensures that the the school library serves 
everyone - that students can find a range of materials to meeting their 
information needs and reading interests. Although, not every book will be for 
every child:
● All books are shelved in their respective Dewey category (Everybody, Fiction, 

Nonfiction)
● Inclusive books may be part of a natural display in the library – For 

example: Love, Violet might be placed in a “Friendship” display.
● Work with your own child to select books:

○ Look in Destiny Library Catalog - discuss what books you deem 
appropriate

● If you do not like a library book return it so your child can select a new one 
(even if it is not your child’s library day).
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https://sites.google.com/mcpsmd.net/sherwood-es-media-center/home


Impact of this work
Compared to students in schools without an LGBTQ+ inclusive curriculum, 
LGBTQ+ students in schools with an LGBTQ+ inclusive curriculum:

● Were less likely to hear homophobic remarks
● Were less likely to hear negative remarks about gender expression 

often or frequently
● Were less likely to hear negative remarks about transgender people 

often or frequently
● Felt greater belonging to their school community, performed better 

academically in school and were more likely to plan on pursuing 
postsecondary education

● Were more likely to report that their classmates were somewhat or 
very accepting of LGBTQ+ people
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