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FOREWORD 

When we think of childhood and early education, we tend to remember 
learning things like numbers and letters, colors and shapes, timetables and 
table manners. What's less often considered is that youth is also an 
opportunity for planting the seeds of social conscience. The impressions of 
the world that we gather as children become the foundations for how we 
understand our places in it as adults. What might the future look like if all 
children were taught about justice, equity, and solidarity alongside the 
alphabet and arithmetic? 

lntersectionAllies: We Make Room for All is an invaluable tool for bringing 
about such a future. This entertaining and informative book teaches young 
readers that despite all of the ways we are different from one another, we 
still have values and common interests that intersect. We can listen to and 
support each other in ways that unite us across differences. 

Thirty years ago, I coined intersectionality as a framework for a social 
justice agenda that includes all oppressed people. It's humbling and 
energizing to see the many ways intersectionality continues to inspire and 
empower social justice advocates today. I'm delighted that 
lntersectionAllies: We Make Room for All will pass the torch to the next 
generation of youth activists. Like the powerful young people in this book, I 
believe we are strongest when we build communities that are founded on 
the understanding that we have a stake in each other. 

-Dr. Kimberle Crenshaw, African American Policy l=orum 
Co-l=ounder and Director of the Columbia Law School Center 
for lntersectionality and Social Policy Studies 
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A Letter To Grown-Ups 

Dear Grown-ups: 

It is a classic parenting dilemma: How do we teach children how to 
treat each other in a world that promotes all the wrong lessons? How 
do we teach lessons that don't repeat the mistakes we have made 
ourselves? 

lntersectionAllies: We Make Room for All answers these questions 
with empathy and clarity. This book provides an introduction to the 
concepts of allyship and intersectionality for elementary school-aged 
children and their families, using the simple idea of "making room." 
"Making room" goes beyond allowing somebody physical space. It 
means acknowledging our complex identities as sources of power 
within classrooms, communities, and cultures rather than treating 
difference as a threat, vulnerability, or a source of shame. 

"Making room" is stronger than ideas like "respect" and "tolerance" 
because it asks for a positive action from us rather than a minimal 
response. In order for us to gain an ally, we must be an ally, and do so 
in a way that combines initiative, solidarity, cooperation, and 
trustworthiness. In other words, don't wait for someone else to do it! 
In this book, allies help Gloria and Heejung recognize the value of 
their translation capabilities rather than feel shame about their 
families. 

Allie, Kate, and Nia show us that we need to make room over and 
over again. "Making room" is a habit of solidarity, like getting up 
every morning and brushing your teeth. It is something that is 
necessary to do over and over again to be healthy. When you first 
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learn solidarity you may make mistakes. But like brushing your 
teeth, you get better at it with practice. You will notice when you 
skipped over a tooth or ate too much candy, and how to adjust your 
actions in the future for better results. Solidarity is something 
anyone can learn and everyone needs to learn. 

The children portrayed in this book have diverse identities, the 
combinations of which set each of them apart. lntersectionality 
recognizes that we cannot divide ourselves into parts. We can't be 
only our gender on Mondays and Wednesdays or only our race on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. lntersectionAllies reminds us that we don't 
have to "choose" one primary identity. Instead, each of us is all of 
who we are every single day and in every single way. 

This book also shows that some kids face challenges that are not 
simply personal-the issues they face often involve challenges from 
social, political, and economic powers. Drawing upon children's 
need for safety, Dakota, Yuri, and Nia each illustrate how 
governments are also places where room needs to be made. The 
authors, three young sociologists, demonstrate that while we are all 
a combination of identities, we are also people navigating social 
structures and institutions that aren't always set up to "make room" 
for us. 

In choosing to introduce solidarity and intersectionality to children, 
the authors have opened up ideas about how we all might "make 
room" for people and groups who are not like us. 

-Dr. Ange-Marie l-lancock Alfaro, 
Chair, Gender and Sexuality Studies Department, 
University of Southern California 
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Witness the lives of a bold group of friends. 

If one is in need, another defends. 

Age is one trait that each of them share, 

But kids' lives are unique, as you'll soon be aware. 

Each child has a story and their own point of view 

l=illed with passion and power, just like you. 
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My name is Alejandra, but I go by Allie. 

I use a chair, but it doesn't define me. 

Instead, it allows me to 

ZZZIP 
GLIDE 

and 

• 
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When I need to get through, friends help make a way. 
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l-lello, I'm Parker! After school every day, 

Allie's family takes care of us both while we play. 

My mom works hard to provide for me. 

l-ler love's the source of our stability. 
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Not toys or money, nor treasures untold­

Community care is more precious than gold. 
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Skirts and frills are cute, I suppose, 

But my superhero cape is more "Kate" than those bows. 
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tv1y name is Adil ah, and just like Kate, 

What I wear inspires endless debate. 

Some give, some chant, some sing, some pray, 

tv1y hijab is my choice-you can choose your own way. 
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The clothes that you wear never justify hatred. 

Clothes can be playful, simple, or sacred. 

Covered, adorned, or with casual flair, 

My body's my own, I dress it with care! 

Case 8:23-cv-01380-DLB   Document 1-7   Filed 05/24/23   Page 21 of 51



...... 
' ...... . 

19 

Case 8:23-cv-01380-DLB   Document 1-7   Filed 05/24/23   Page 22 of 51



20 

My name is Nia, and with what's on the news 

It's easy to be frightened or sing the blues. 
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l=or her, for them, for him, and for me 

We all deserve to breathe and be free. 

■ 
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The color of our skin is no reason to hide. 

We protest for safety, equality, and pr d . 

RESIST FEAR 
E 
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Our friends join along in solidarity and love. 

This is the stuff that allies are made of! 
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Safety also includes our trees and air, 

The land we've called home, our places of prayer. 

I am Dakota, and like my ancestors, 

My tribe and I are water protectors. 

l=rom profit and power, we stand up to preserve 

Our nations, our cultures, and the respect we deserve. 

~ 
~ ~~ 
~ ..... --

~ ----
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My name is Gloria, y tengo siete aiios. 

After school, it's to la fruterfa I go. 

Trabajo cad a d[a jun to a mi madre. 

Vendemos piiia dulce y mangos con chile. 
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My language and savvy allow us to thrive. 

I've got hopes and dreams and skills and drive! 

Working together makes us both more secure. 

I'm a daughter, a partner, and an entrepreneur. 

27 
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My name is l-leejung, and I was born in Seoul. 

I moved here when I was five years old. 

I'm part of what's called the "1.5 generation." 

My parents and I span two different nations . 

...... .. 
' . 

.\ : t 
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Like Gloria, I am a help to my mother 

By translating for her one word to another. 

When the landlord tells mom, "You can pay me next Friday," 

I repeat in Korean: "Omma renteu daeum ju geumyoire naedo doendae!" 

We navigate life in our new home together, 

'Cause kids have the skills to make every day better! 
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My name is Yuri and I'm new to this place. 

l-leejung's family welcomed me with love and with grace. 

J:inding refuge meant traveling far from home. 

I sailed, I flew, I rode, and I roamed. 

Escaping violence, war, heartache, and intrusion, 

We came to this nation seeking dreams and inclusion . 

• 
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From near, from far, from here, from there-

32 
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We're more than our origins. We all deserve care. 
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Race, religion, citizenship, class, and ability: 

~ach of these intersects to form identity. 

Age, gender, size, and skin color, too, 

Can make living life different for a friend than for you. 

ti 
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Barriers and biases are often to blame. 

We strive to be equal but not all the same. 
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Life's ups and downs can take many forms, 

But standing together, we'll rewrite the norms. 
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What Is lntersectionality? 

lntersectionality is a word that explains how all of the different parts of a person combine to affect their 
life experiences and personal identity. Age, ability, skin color, religion, citizenship, body size, and culture all 
make up our personal identity and influence who we are and how we live. 

There are things about each character in this book that shape their feelings and experiences. For example, 
Nia's worries about the criminal justice system (our courts, police, and jails) are shaped by her gender and 
race, while Adilah's clothing choices are shaped by her gender, culture, and religion. Take a moment to think 
about your own experiences and identity. What are some things that make you, you? 

The idea of intersectionality not only helps us understand who we are; it can also help us think about how 
we relate to other people. Thinking about race, class, gender, citizenship, and other identities together 
(rather than separately) can help us notice more opportunities for solidarity with people who are different 
from us. 
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!=or instance, even though the legal system in the United States has often discriminated against African 
American women like Nia and her mother, as American citizens, they do have the right to vote, work, 
and go to school without special papers saying they can be in the country. Nia's mom can use her 
voting power to advocate for immigrant rights so that Yuri and Heejung's families can safely chase 
their dreams. This is what it means to use one's relative privilege (access to advantages) to make room 
for all. Every person has privileges that they can use to help make life easier, happier, or safer for 
others. Think back to the parts of who you are that make you, you. Which of those identities come 
with privilege? Mow can you use your privileges to be an ally to a friend? 

ZZZfl'! 
GL ... 
PLAY! 

....... ,.., ........ ... M ........ OOT ... ...... ,-................. ~ .......... . 

Let's Learn Together! 
Page-By-Page Book Discussion Guide 

People have different abilities that affect the way they move, see, hear, speak, and learn 
new things. !=or example, Allie uses a wheelchair to move about her daily life. ~er friends 
make sure that activities are accessible and available to people with different abilities and 
needs so that everyone who wants to join in, can! 

On page 16, we see two kinds of work that parents do to make sure children are safe and 
happy: Allie's mom is cooking, which is care work inside the home, and Parker's mom is 
creating a computer program for her boss, which is work-for-hire outside the home. Care 
work and working outside of the home are two ways that parents show their love. 
Communitycare or collective parenting is when families share care work, like Allie and 
Parker's moms do on this page. Community care helps Parker's mom manage all the things 
she has to do at her office and at home after work . 

Communities are made up of your friends, family, neighbors, classmates, teammates, and 
anyone else you spend time with. When you're a member of a community, you should do 
your part to make your community stronger, safer, and more inclusive. When a community is 
inclusive, it makes everyone feel welcome, no matter their skin color, ability, culture, 
gender, or citizenship. Think about the people you see and spend time with. Who is part of 
your community? I-low do they make you feel stronger, safer, and included? What are 
some ways you can help make your community better for everyone who is a part of it? 

41 
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Book Notes Continued 
Sex and gender are related, but they are not the same. A person's sex refers havin 
male, female, or intersex (both male and female) body parts. 

Gender is something people show or do through their clothing, behavior, and what they call 
themselves. When we are born, our gender is often decided for us based on our sex, and 
sometimes, this affects w at we wear or even the toys we play with. You may be familiar 
with two major gender categories: masculine and feminine. But at any point in our lives, we 
can choose to identify with one gender, multiple genders, or neither gender. Some people 
choose to change genders, which is called being transgender. And sometimes, when you 
feel both masculine and feminine, like Kate in this book, it's called being non-binary. 
Non-binary means not being limited to the two categories of masculinity and femininity. 

A person can decide to use gendered pronouns like he/his/him and she/hers/her to 
describe themselves, or they can use non-binary pronouns like they/their/them or 
ze/zir/zirs. Kate prefers the pronouns they/their/them. We would respect Kate's choice of 
pronouns by saying, "Kate's cape makes them feel strong." What pronouns fit you best? 

A hijab is a veil or head covering that some Muslim women and girls wear in public. l-lijabs 
come in a lot of colors and styles. Women wear hijabs for many different reasons, like 
tradition, fashion, or modesty. Professor Saba Mahmood has written about the multiple 
meanings behind wearing a hijab within the Egyptian Muslim women's movement, and how 
it can stand for both female empowerment and respect for religious beliefs. 

Every culture and community gives meanings to dress and style. One way to gain respect 
for different groups of people across the world is to think about why their clothing is 
important to them and their cultures. What are some of the things people wear in your 
culture or community that have a special meaning? Ask an adult if you aren't sure and 
want to learn more. 

People deserve to be safe, no matter what they wear. Through social movements like 
#Me Too and Times Up, many women (and some others too!) are using their experiences to 
explain the importance of having consent, or permission, before touching another person. 

Pages 22 to 25 feature prominent grassroots social movements. Social movements are 
when groups get together to change an unjust or unfair situation. Social movements are 
made possible by activists like Nia and Dakota, who are willing to take a stand for what 
they believe in. Anyone can be an activist and support a social movement, even you! Ask an 
adult to help you learn about some of the issues people in your own community have 
fought for in the past, like civil rights, environmental sustainability, peace, and marriage 
equality. What is a cause you believe is worth fighting for? What are some ways that you 
can take a stand? 
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Nia is participating in the #BlacklivesMatter movement, which was started by Alicia 
Garza, Patrisse Cullors, and Opal Tometi in 2013 to bring attention to the violence and 
racism that Black people face in the United States. This is not just a race issue; it's a 
gender one too. In fact, Kimberle Crenshaw first made up the word intersectionality to 
describe how the criminal justice system treats Black women and girls like Nia and her 
mom differently than Black men and white women. That's why Dr. Crenshaw co-founded 
the African American Policy Forum (AAPF), a group that is working hard to make sure we 
protect and empower girls of color through initiatives like #Sayl-lerName. 

Dakota is participating in the Dakota Access Pipeline protests, also known as #NoDAPL, 
which began in 2016 to stop the construction of an oil pipeline that threatened the 
Standing Rock Lakota Sioux tribe's ancient burial grounds and water source. As community 
members, we have the right to disagree with anyone's decisions, even government 
decisions. Concerned groups make their opinions heard and known by contacting 
politicians, creating signs, chanting in unison, or simply standing together. The water 
protectors of #No DA PL did just that, and the movement became the largest intertribal 
Native American gathering in modern history! Are there any rules you think are unfair, or 
that do not represent the needs of your community? Can you think of ways to make the 
rule more fair for everybody? Figure out the person or group of people who is 
responsible for making the rule, and write them a letter explaining what you think should 
change and why. (Bonus activity: Find allies who agree with you and ask them if they will 
support your letter by signing their name next to yours.) 

Solidarity is when people with different identities and abilities come together to work 
towards the same goal. During the 2016 Dakota Access Pipeline (#NoDAPL) protests, 
another community was protesting their unclean water supply not too far away in the city 
of Flint, Michigan. In this book, we see Dakota and Nia come together as allies to fight for 
a need they both share-the right to drink clean water. We're always stronger together! 
Think about a time when a friend stood up for you when you needed help. What did they 
do to support you? I-low did their act of solidarity make you feel? What are some ways 
you can be an ally in return by supporting them too? (I-lint: It helps to ask them what they 
need first!) 

Pages 30 to 37 all focus on experiences of migration, or movement from one place to 
another. The "1.5 generation" describes people who move to a new country when they're 
children. They are in between the first generation, who emigrate as adults, and the second 
generation, who are born in a new country and have immigrant parents. In this book, Gloria 
is a second-generation immigrant, while 1-leejung and Yuri are both part of the 1.5 
generation. Ask your family members about your family's history. Were your parents, 
grandparents, or ancestors born in the same place as you? I-low and why did your family 
end up living where they do now? 

43 
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Book Notes Continued 

Gloria's story features generational resources, which are special skills kids can use 
to help people who are older than them. Gloria's story is based on what Professor 
Emir Estrada learned when she talked to immigrant children who sell food and other 
things with their parents. She found out that these children use their savvy with 
technology like cell phones and computers to make work easier for their parents. 
When Glor·a uses a smartphone in this book, it shows her generational resources in 
action. 

Like many 1.5 gene ation immigrants, l-leejung is bilingual. This means she can speak 
two languages. Whe Heejung translates conversations from English to Korean for 
her mother, she is being a language broker. Professor Hyeyoung Kwon talked to 
many language brokers for er research. She learned that translating for adults is a 
big responsibility for a kid, I, cause it means knowing more about grown-up 
responsibilities like paying rent and healthcare than most other children do. Like 
Gloria and Heejung, we can show p ople that we care about them by helping them 
get through difficult situations. Everyliody has skills that can be used to help 
others. Think about a special talent or ab1liq that you have. How can you use that 
skill to assist your parents, grandparents, or g ar.dians? 

A refugee is a person who has had to leave their home country o b safe from 
violence, discrimination, or natural disaster. While this book was being written, 
millions of refugees from the Middle East, North Africa, and Central America wer 
forced to leave their home countries. When so many refugees are forced to leave at 
the same time like that, families from different countries can help out by 
volunteering to host people like Yuri and her family in their homes, donating goods, 
or giving funds to organizations that help refugees. Find out which organizations 
help people in need in your area. Can you volunteer your time or donate supplies 
to support one of these groups? If so, see if you can get some friends to join you! 

A norm is a situation that is usual or typical. Even though it can be easy to take what 
what you see every day for granted, what people think is normal may not always be 
what is best for everyone, or even most people. When norms are unfair or hurtful, 
we should do our best to help our communities make a positive change. 
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What Is a Feminist? 

A feminist is a person who believes in equality for people of all genders, and that every 
person should be able to decide what's best for their own life and future. 

What's in a Name? 

Adilah is an Arabic name, meaning "justice." The name Dakota means "friend" or "ally," 
and it derives from the Lakota Sioux language. The name Nia means "purpose," and it 
comes from Swahili, which is a language spoken in Kenya. Where does your name come 
from? What does your name say about you? If you could change your name, what would 
you change it to and why? 

45 
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Chelsea Johnson 

As a kid, I was often the only Black girl in 
my classrooms. Growing up as an 
"outsider within" my mostly white schools 
piqued my interest in how race, class, and 
gender shape social life. I gained the tools 
to understand my experiences as an 
undergraduate at Spelman College, a 
l-listorically Black College for women in 
Atlanta, Georgia. It was at Spelman that I 
became a feminist. After graduating, I 
began a PhD in sociology at the University 
of Southern California. My dissertation 
explored how fashion, politics, and 
culture relate. I traveled around the 
world, interviewing women with African 
roots in South Africa, Brazil, the 
Netherlands, France, Spain, and the 
United States about their lives. I now use 
research to help companies design 
products with underrepresented groups 
in mind. When I'm not researching or 
writing, I enjoy watercolor painting, 
reading fiction, and eating my way 
through new cities. 

LaToya Council 

I was raised in a single-parent, 
mother-headed home. I would often stare 
at my mother in awe of her super-shero 
abilities to manage so many family 
demands while holding multiple jobs to 
make ends meet. These memories inspired 
my vision for a more inclusive world and 
drove me toward studying sociology at 
Spelman College, where I first learned 
about the concept of intersectionality. 
After graduating from Spelman, I studied 
the inequalities in love and how race, 
gender, and class intersect to inform 
relationship experiences for my master's 
at the University of Colorado - Colorado 
Springs. I am currently working on my 
dissertation at the University of Southern 
California, which examines time use and 
self-care among Black middle-class 
couples. lntersectionality and the power 
of love frame how I do allyship and 
research. When not researching, I enjoy 
practicing meditation, cooking, and 
hanging with my cat Mimi. 
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Carolyn Choi 

The Los Angeles Riots were a defining 
moment in my childhood that shaped my 
identity as a second generation Korean 
American woman. My personal experiences 
with race, immigration, and gender led to 
me to study sociology and Korean literature 
at UCLA. After graduating from college, I 
began community-based organizing at a 
local non-profit civil rights organization in 
Los Angeles, which served as my first 
exposure to intersectional issues facing 
women in the immigrant communi 
earning a master's degr 
School of Econo · 
entered d 
Univ · 

Ashley Seil Smith 

I grew up one of five gi 
Southern California a 
conservative roots 
about privilege a 
to study cultur 
undergradua 
researc 
I eve 
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WE MAKE ROOM FOR ALL! 
lntersectionAllies isn't just a book. It's a mirror in which kids of all genders, races, sexualities, 

abilities, cultures, and origins can see their whole selves reflected, respected, and celebrated. 

"The concept of intersectionality ... is broken down 
with ease and clarity ... cheerful, vibrant." 

-BOOKLIST 

"A joyous affirmation of how we are all connected." 

-TIME Magazine 

"Offers a memorable refrain caregivers and educators will be eager 
to integrate into daily mantras. l-lighly recommended." 

-SCI-IOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL (starred review) 

"If ever a book belonged in every pediatrician's office, clinic, daycare, 
shelter, classroom and home, this is it ... valuable for all ages." 

-LITI-IUB 

ISBN 978-1-948340-57-1 $14.95 US 

I 11111 51495 

9 781948 340571 1111111111111111 
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