
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF IOWA 

BUSINESS LEADERS IN CHRIST, et al., 

Plaintiffs, 

Civ. Action No. 3:17-cv-00080-SMR-SBJ

DECLARATION OF

KIMBERLEE W. COLBY 
v. 

THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA, et al.,  

Defendants. 

I, Kimberlee W. Colby, declare as follows: 

1. I am the Director of the Christian Legal Society’s (CLS’s) Center for Law and Religious

Freedom. 

2. I have worked at the Center since 1981 and have been its Director since 2014.

3. One of my responsibilities at the Center is overseeing the legal affairs of CLS student

chapters at colleges and universities around the country. 

4. The Christian Legal Society Student Chapter at the University of Iowa College of Law

(the “Chapter”) has been recognized as an official student organization by the University of Iowa 

since at least 1980. 

5. In 2003, when the Chapter submitted a Recognition Form for the annual renewal of its

recognition, the renewal was denied because of a perceived conflict between the University’s 

Membership Clause regarding nondiscrimination and the Chapter’s leadership selection and 

membership policies. 
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6. Attached as Exhibit 1 is a true and correct copy of a letter dated February 20, 2004, from 

Thomas Baker, the University’s Associate Dean of Students, to Craig Nierman, a lawyer 

representing the Chapter in the matter. 

7. Pursuant to the clarification of the University’s policies provided by Associate Dean 

Baker, the matter was resolved in a manner suitable to both parties. 

8. Since that time, the Chapter has continued to be recognized by the University without 

interruption.  

9. There have been other times when University officials or representatives have initially 

indicated that the University would deny recognition or funding to the Chapter because of CLS’s 

leadership and membership policies, including in 2008. But each time, the University has 

eventually recognized the chapter’s right to maintain its policies without punishment. 

10. From the beginning of its existence at the University and through the present time, the 

Chapter has maintained a policy of requiring its leadership to affirm and live by CLS’s statement 

of faith. 

11. As relevant here, the statement of faith prohibits sexual conduct outside of marriage 

between a man and a woman and upholds the orthodox Christian view that any sexual conduct 

outside that relationship, including but by no means limited to conduct between persons of the 

same sex, is sinful. 

12. A person who may have engaged in sexual conduct outside of marriage between a man 

and a woman in the past but has repented of that conduct, or who experiences a desire to engage 

in such conduct but does not engage in or advocate in favor of such conduct, would not on those 

grounds be prevented from serving as an officer of a CLS chapter. 
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13. CLS holds the same standard for other forms of behavior that we understand the Bible 

teaches is sinful. CLS affirms the biblical teaching that everyone sins and everyone experiences 

sinful desires. Our faith does not require perfection from believers. But in order to receive God’s 

forgiveness through Jesus Christ, we must accept God’s standard of right and wrong, repent of 

our sins, and ask for Christ’s forgiveness for our sins. 

14. Only chapter leaders are required to affirm and live by CLS’s statement of faith.  

15. Anyone may be a member of the Chapter and participate in Chapter activities. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge. 

Executed on this  10th  day of December, 2017. 

        
        _________________ 
      Kimberlee W. Colby 
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Exhibit 1 
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