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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF IOWA

EASTERN DIVISION

BUSINESS LEADERS IN CHRIST, 

Plaintiff,

v.

THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA, et al.

Defendants.

Civ. Action No. 3:17-cv-00080-SMR-SBJ

DECLARATION 
OF ERIC BAXTER

I, Eric Baxter, declare as follows:

1. I am Senior Counsel at the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty. I represent Business Leaders 

in Christ (BLinC), a student group at the University of Iowa, in the above-captioned matter.

2. Attached as Exhibit A are copies of letters and memoranda produced by the University of 

Iowa, in which the University affirms that its Human Rights Policy allows religious student 

organizations to restrict leadership positions to individuals who embrace their religious beliefs.

3. In the course of discovery, the University of Iowa has produced documents labeled starting 

at 1526 and continuing to 2399, which are copies of student-organization constitutions reviewed 

by the University for compliance with its Human Rights Policy. The reviews appear to have taken 

place between 2002 and 2018. A review-summary sheet is included for some of the constitutions. 

Attached as Exhibits B1 through B3 are charts compiled by counsel for BLinC, which list the 

constitutions reviewed and identify any membership or leadership restrictions imposed by each of 

the student organizations. The chart also includes a link to the version of the constitution currently 

posted to the University’s website for student organizations.
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4. Attached as Exhibit C is a document produced by the University of Iowa showing that the 

University engaged in a systematic review targeting religious organizations for compliance with 

its Human Rights Policy.

5. Attached as Exhibit D are documents concerning the University of Iowa’s investigation of 

the student organization 24:7.

6. In the course of discovery, the University of Iowa has produced documents reflecting 

comments of various University officials concerning the University’s Human Rights Policy. Notes 

that appear to reflect comments from Thomas Baker are attached as Exhibit E. Notes that appear 

to reflect the comments of William Nelson and Kristi Finger are attached as Exhibit F.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my

knowledge.

Executed on this 4th day of June, 2018.

Eric S. Baxter
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